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they arvantis be ſuffred n 
a Chriſtian common weale , by the waye 
both the Caxils ef Thomas Lodge, ans 
the Play ot Playes, urimen in their de- 
0 Fa other obieftions of Players 
frendes, are truely ſet duwne 
>= and direttye aun- 
" &f 7 bi effeared.. 
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Frances er hem Knight, one 
of the principall Secretaries te her 
excellent Maicſtie, of her highnefle 
' moſt honorable Priuy Coun- 
ſell, & Chauncellor 
of rhe order, » 


Stephen Gofſon wiſhet Fein in thi 
1 ant velatnbry 5 
| ; our Sakour, l 


+ % 


FA Thi of Cal 
5 i licratides * 
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 Adrhirall of their] ects, tet | 
| Atheniens ſente Gut 1 
hundred & ee, , ee 


Bot The gil | * 
Maſter of his Shippe etſuz⸗ 
dinge him to retire without 
offering hys enemies anye 


play, b ecauſe he was todeale 
with the greater, numberzhe. 
anſwered, that Sparte old 
be neuer the Woorſe though 
hee were Byte, but fo fie; 
Vas inhysiudgemer te; the 
greateſt raproch of a So fas 
reth it this preſentti wich 
me, Which giuing for my 
0 aden yo Player am 
mightily belt w/ith:heapes: 
"of abet, herb ae. 
=, dee e Cauſe, chat 
. an the pride o wine 
1 and pom . 


4 Dedicatorie, 
it will ſtand vpright, when 
I with Callicratides am ouer- 
throwne,' but to ſhrinke i in 
ſo good aquarrell; is in 
opinion , more foule 4 dil- 
gracethen death it ſelfe. God 
noweth I neuer vndettoke 
thys troubleſome peece of 
woorke for any vaine glorie 
as Craſſus did his Inuectiue a- 
gainſte Carbo, and repented 
him aſterwardes, beeauſe it 
vvas a hatchet to hys ovine | ||| | 
libertie, ſetting many mens? 
| eyesawotketo Watch lym ||| || 
nor of any fantaſticall Ouuer- 14H 


| handelte as he that having 
taken a Wolfe bylthe ear x 
o naicher let 18 goe, for 


bei ng 


3 7 The Epil: | 
eing aſſaulted, nor is able 
to maſter hym tor wante of 
mighte: But as the Wraſtler 
entring the liſte, firſt taſteth 
his ſtrength, by lifting ſome 
churliſh peece of weight at 
the armes end, & therevvith 
as it vvere rebatech hys ſto- 
macke, for being too rough 
vvhen he comes to 3 8 
I firſt vveighed i in my hands 
the aunciente Fathers of the |_ 
Church, chat the maſsineſſe 
of cheyr argumentes in thys 
matter might cauſe me not 
2 ſe ſo . & 
R as the Defen- 
yers haue deſer- 
10 Vahle thought 
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| = Dedicatorle, l 
ĩt neceſſarye to nettle one oł 
their Orators aboue the reſt, 
not of any ſet purpoſe to de- 
face hym, becauſe hee hach 
dealt very groſſely, homely, 
and vncharitably vvith me, 
but like a good Surgeon to 
cut, & to ſeare f e the 
ce requireth, for his ovvn 
amt. 9 Which thinge 
I truſt ſhall neither diſpleaſe 
| your honor, nor any of the 
godly, in the reading, ſo lõ 
as the perſon vvhom Itouck 
is (as Lheare by hys ovvne 
frendes, to hys repentance if 1 
he can perceiue it) hunted by {| 
the heauy hand of God, and 
become little better than a 
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ons belongeth not to mee, 


: q but vnto God, vvhose man- 


| 


che fooliſhaes ofche Goſpel, 
fe of hys 


of ſpeare & ſhield, by 


and the nakedneſſe 
truth. Therefore it had bene 
as daungerous for meʒin this 
ſimple Confuratic 
Comedies, to play with my 
penne by ſeekinge fine pou- 


ders for deintie no es, as it is 


for 


. enges, oe the i homers N 
vvherol I framed these acti- 


ner is to beate doyvne the. 
| loftineſſe of vsurpers, not 


vvyth the wiſdome af the |. 
world, or with preparation 


Mn of our 


1 * 5 daaur te. [ s, MM 5 1 
his weapon when ek 105 | 
ell! 11805 [cis onechin to Main 


Finding! play es of e ; 
as filthy as & ables of Au, Ai 
ia, impoſsible to bee clean- 
{ed before they be carried out 
of Englande, wyth a ſtiffe 
ſtreame, and the baniſhinge 
ofthem as worthy to be re- 
giſtred in che labors of Her- 
cules as the conqueringe the 
TW monſtruous wilde Bore, of 
Erymanthus, that waſted che 4 
. |'countrey round about: Ife- | 1 . 
1 uer fo notable a ſhinge ee || 
AF, N & 
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The Epifle 
brought to paſſe it muſt bee 
done by ſome Hercules in 
the Court, whom the roare 
oftheenimy ca neuer daunt. 
Whiche perſwaded mee a- 
mongeſt all the patrones of 
vertue in her Maieſties court 
to dedicate both this & my 
ſelfe vnto your honot ; that 
your vviſedome might bea 
countenaunce to my 

your authoritic a buck} 
vnto my life. Agamemnon 4 
valiaunt Caprayne of che 
Greekes, thought vetehy, chat 
if bee might haue bur tennis 
fuche as Neſtor to take hys 
part, it would be no trouble 
10 
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1 Dedica torie, 


' alwaicsofchis opinion, that 
if but one ſuche as Neſtor, 


that is, your honor, doe no 


more 3 thruſte 3 your 


at my face, Playes will bee 
N fred: out:and I when 


e ſhall be as ſafe, as the 
5 ſe in bis cradle, whole 
mother will nor ſuffer aflye 
to bite ber: Meane while 
moſt humbl 


fort rmy bouldn 


elle, in preſu- 


ming.to crepe into yourhq- 


nous patronage: I makeas 


4 


hand to ſuccour mee, let the 


wicked diſcharge cheir ſhot 


. craue pardon 


much accounte of your ho- #1} ff 
nour, as the Atheniens did of ae 
Farce their « 9 higpe 
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vpon high, & great affaires: 7 
. Ge: tlernen Players, in 
dhe citie of London, are gro- 


withtheſinnethathe loiied, 
haue ordeined those p 


to bea chan to my back 


4 "me rie 


chat was ncuer lanched bur 


wen in ſuch a beate, that by | 


their fa ming, their fre ting, 
their ſtampinge, my ſtendes 


do perceiue how their harts 
woorke, and enfor e me to 


i} bringt to your honor t no cõ- 


mon fraighte, but as much 
as my life and ſecuritie here- 


after ſhall be woorth. If the | 


prouidence of God, | who 


many times ſcourgerh a mã 


whome l fed with andies, 
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Dedicatwrje, Ws: ; 


And dagger to my breſt the 


fault is mine One, thepj 


tie, rather in mercy to deli- 
wer, then in juſtice to con- 
found; & by your honora- 


ble patronage to Snatch met 


out of the 1avves c of those ra- 


uenous wolues, that haue 
whetted their each ro pull 


me downe; I {hall learne to 


employ my ſtudy to the glo- 


ry of God, and be bound to 


your honour vvhileſtI live. 


Thus vviſhing acharitable, 


minde to them, better suc- 
ceſſe vnto my ſelfe, 2 
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| that it neuer ſers any blemiſhe 
in the thing it liketh;but aZiup, 
and wea⸗ 


# 4 i . 
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To the Ueber hi eee 
and ſiudcutes, of beth Bere 
ard we Innes 27 E 2 


Wo chin meet, 
5 temen) we! rer⸗ 
I 5 ceine to be imuin⸗ 
GAA civle in þ woꝛld, 
both whiche, to 
my ariefe, are quite againſt. 
me, Fauour, d E loquence: one 
in Plapers, and that 
the other in you, and t 
adnẽture wil ſtay mp pat, F 
miſtruſt that the 9 
Players ak gotte with the 
greater multitude, will mae 


[ WCET "0 


them preindiciall to the — 


IJ handle, foꝛ lone is ſo blinde 


euen by the fnalleft, 
keſt Noe that it eatcieth, 


bie _ reare if _ 


# 
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qo | 


Ty To the 1 1 

eloquencę that is in rang | 

be rene $a be great; ſo - 
were it not greatly to be doub⸗ 
ted, if it were but indiſterent in 
m ſelle. Nowe lith my Kheto⸗ 
rie is litle, mo Eloquence no⸗ 
thing, to pared to you; whoſe 
— e cereiſe, is ioyned to 
0:7tumiall ſtudyc: though the 
truech be as ſare on my ſide, 
as the ſueceſſion of night is to 
the Day, vet J holde inp ſelfe 
vanquicht bekoze you ſirike. 
One breing aſked of Archi- 
damns e king ot Sparta, whes 
ther he, oꝛ Pericles were the bet⸗ 
ter wraldler, ar ſwered, that he 
coulde not tell: foz, when J 
tinow him (quotch he)he denies 


he was downe, and perſuadeth 


the beholders to beleeue hum: 


uch is the ercellencie ol pour 
mitte ik it be bent to contende 


0 me foꝛ Playes, that hows 
5 oper 


8 


| To the Reader. 
| foener'Jtripyou, oz fetche you 
ouer you are able to ſap that J 
come not neere you, and make 
the Reader auouch it, agatuite 
the open teſtunony of his eves. 
woulde Readers conſidered - 
when they come to ihe view 
| ofanp newe bvooke , they are 
bidde by their frend as gheſtes 
to a banquet: at a banket if auß 
diſh bee befoze you, which pour 149 
ſtomacke abhoꝛs, It is a poinie 
| of good manners, ſomewaat 
oꝛderiy to remoue it: In bob es 
ik any thing bee olfred that pou 1 
cannot reiliſh, curteſy wils vou 
with a thankefall kinde of mo⸗ 
deſtic to rcfuſe it. Our fathers . 
fozefathers in older time, were 
wont to place Mercurie in their 
Temples among? the Graces, | 
whole meaninge was, that as 
Aercurie was counted the Go 
| of Warren thee Gra- 
4s 1 
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10 the Reader, Ek | 

ces the Ladies of Curteſp: ſo . 

F placinge the ſhines ofthemito- 

* gether night teachvs to know 

that free is deſirous of frend 

Ive eares, and woziters haue 

great need ak Gertie Readers. 

„When Gentlemen reave with a 

' minde to barke, their thzotes 

are ſo narrow that nothing wil 

downe: whatſceucr we ſpeake 

is too rounde oꝛ too flatte, too 

blunte oꝛ too ſharpe, tos ſquare 

oꝛ too crooked, one waye oꝛ o⸗ 

ther it ſtandes ap. The fay- 

reſt cifie in the woꝛlde may bee 

cuerthꝛowen, with leſſe charge, 

1185 lleſlſe laboꝛ leſle time. than it can 

bee builte : a bꝛacke is ſooner 
ſpiede than dꝛawne togeth 
bookes many times are ſpee 

ly repꝛehended, but amended by 
leiſure, at the Calendes of 

dere hf It is the pꝛope 

lore kinde of Dogg 
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A 
derfull ſtomacke, when it is 
deade and within the doozꝛes, 
which avzoad they neuer durſt 
open at when it liued: and di⸗ 
uers iollieſifcers in theſe dayes 
can toſſe, and turne, and within 
their owne walles make dine: 
cloutes of waiters , whoſe Wl! + 
ſight would be too hot fo: their | il | 
preſence if they might? topne. > e 
Secinge many vookes printed | 
| « fewliked, J coniecture with 
my ſelle that the reaſon is, that 
ſome ar curious, ſome froward, 
ſome idle. Wo know that coun⸗⸗ 
ſell is as neceſſarie to our eares 
as light to our cies, the one is a 
lanterne to the bodie, the other 
| bꝛight ſhining lainpe vnto the 
ſoule. ming inſtruction, jf 
— tooth bee loo white, von 
ce to ſterue: it vour 
0 nolebe lo fine thatnothing will L |: 
ure 
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 _Cweete, 


Tothe Joy ON q 


you but that whiche ig 

vou map well be copa- 
redto thoſe nice d ind or Dames 
which in t ing of Garlands 
— — their thꝛikte, oꝛ to him 


iche thinkes it impoſſible to 


plealey epo 


gquenche bis thirſt, if his Dzinks 


be not ſerude in a cupof goldè: 
il pou be contentious and cuer⸗ 
thwart, willinger to cauil, than 
to learne: contented to reade, 
but not to regard: to be taught, 
bit not refoimed: vou are like 

vnto him that fozſakes the 
Philitian when he is cutte,and 
neuer permits him to finiſh the 
cure: it pbu be ſo low, ofyo 


ſelues, that becauſe waiters 


euerp thing that may be ſpol 
but onelv N Ft! 

gers to the place 
map bee ſa ciſfied i — 
enen travel 


many times doe not 9 1 


| cheekes, but within thep are 
duſkie,darke and obſcure. Mas ; 
ſpoken a» 

layes, fo the vaine 0s 1 8 
that 7 


To the Reader. = 
fich it out, you are not: 


of folly foꝛ a man to toaſte your 
ſeif by his neighvours fire, and 

neuer beſtirre hun to keepe any 
warmthe in his owne chimnie: 


as great amadnes is it in ma⸗ 


2 a when t 


p1 
" wardly get ſome colour in their 


ny thinges might vee 
ainſt 


Aentation ofa flouriſhin 
EY fo 8 


like to naked birdes inthe neſt 
that euer lie pauning at the bill 
of p dam, x ſearch foꝛ no moꝛe 
then is put in their mouths. 
Pou knob, it is anotable point 


hh not ſceke to mametaine 
* their owne: whiche is, to 
contente themſelues with the 
glozious blaſe of an other mas 
p outs 


# fake at vou, Jamnot ſure, 


Toth: Reader MW; 
[ 


are vnſati wle, larg lie: fo! in⸗ 


learned pl inly : wl ich Jh 
omitted. oz to treade alcf: a⸗ 
ng vou agicall Poe 
in my bulsins, wer as fondlie 
done as t Row water in the 
ſea where it can not be ſeene: to 
dilate this Diſcourſe foꝛ the vn⸗ 
ſatiable, were as much as to 
tloſe vp the mouth of Curtius 
gulfe, that will neuer be ſtopt 
but with my life; tolayopen e- 
uery thing to p ignoꝛant, were 
without 2 1 to Be Bl 
them beponde theire ſtrength 
which ate to be fedlike chüdzẽ, 
with a litle, and okt. 
What effect my labour wil 


1 my publiſhing 
| *. fp Fee ins {2 St 7 fapl 7 1 
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To the Reader. 


he ſpate wiſely, bat nothing 


that ener he ſpake was 


his teache. Nou may ſee if you 
"'pteaſe, that the counſel J bꝛing 


is good and ſounde, but if vou 


it is read, J Wil 


as Seiramnes 


**DefÞiſe it voher 
tomtoꝛt my C 


did: J hane mp bokes in my ſtu 


dy at eommandement: pou are 


men, J 
— 1 — becatul 
was erfoure by leine of you 


that. fir 


ny making were 11 D th 7 
tage: the one v vas 


55 deuiſes; 7755 
Cap mp ario ? thi 
e e 77655 N 


ars 
Ded: tolde them that nodes 
were cuer in his owne power, 
bin ſacceſ® was neuer within 


pdut ot np — 175 xy 5 pg OA | 


To the Reade). 7 


Thele they very impuditly ak⸗ 
tkirme io be vꝛitten by me ſince 
A pad ſet out my inuecliue a⸗ 
gainſt chem. J can not Denie, 
they were both mine, but they | 
were both pẽned two peeres at 
the leaſt befoꝛe J foꝛſoke them, 
as by their owne friends Jam 
able to pꝛoue:out tyep haue got 
uche a ae ef counterfai- 


ting vpon the Stage, that it is 
growen to an habite,a will not 
be lefte. God knoweth, befor 
whomtoyou all J doe pzofeſt, 
as Jthalanſwer to him at the 
taſtday,wh ral hidden ſecrets 
 HalbediſconereD, ſincethe firſt 
pꝛinting of my Inue [ 
this day, Jnewucr made 
for them noꝛ any other. There⸗ 
fore if euer they de lo ſhameles, 


and gracclec fot ehe meagsin, 


I veſcech God, as he hath g 
me moze f ſpende my pln 


wet ſend to them mo 

Honeitpe, [0 Ipe 

toulde x hack | 

how Jvi many woꝛds, both 
ow | 

ok London, and beſtowed mp | 


men in the Countrie, where J 
continue with a ver: wozſbip⸗ 


his ſonnes in his owne houſe: 
but the men are ſo vaine, their 
Gen e. fo: li 


12 


— — 


10 the Redlder, 


a trueth. 
my lelke of this 


Jdeparted from the City | 


time in teaching yong Gentle⸗ 


fall Gentleman, and reade to 


ght, that the lealt 
ſpeake is inough to 
t repꝛehẽds 


Ip Þett 


a vic2,x ſhunnes it not, ſnuikes 
the Lawpe to make it burne, 


choke 


but puts in no oyle to nouriſhe 
27 Therefoze as ſonne 
'J had inueighed againſt 
ayes, I withdzewe ny ſelf 
m them to better ſtudieg, 


which ſo long as J live J truſt 
to follow. 


Thus ſubmitting my h | 


| . 
j 
BITE 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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Iso the Reader. 
and my ſelk to your iudg 
I leaue to trouble you any far⸗ 
ther, craving this at pour hãdg 
befoꝛe we parte, that if anye 
Plover belie me in your hea⸗ 
ring vpon the ſtage, vou would 
rather conſider cf the perſon 
than of the ſp each foꝛ a Blayer 
is like to a Marehants finger, 
that ſtandes ſometune foꝛ a 
thouſande, ſometine fo2 a ry- 
pher, and a Player muſt ſtand 

as his parte fals, ſoineftims 
tio a Pꝛinte ſometine 
\ | fozapeaſanf, '* 


Tours Stephen daſſn. 
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Sh NA. 
0 tance, oz hall knowe 
oy 2 me hereutter by rea⸗ 
5 6 ding ſome parte of my 
ſunple trauels, chance 


be will both allowe 
Schoole of Abuſe 


London: perteiuing ficha Gordians 


knot of diſozder in enery piap houem. 
woulde e lie without ex⸗ S002 


| 
| 


I he Coatuticich | 


tremitie, Ithought i better gi 
aue eee er Gould 


knappe it a ſunder at ohe ftroke, then 
to ſceke 


— 02 e 


e. . 0 — 


bidde pen baſe al theirown _— , 
and to geue fhem a eat? 


Waiters: that our btw cofilid 
the dautiger ol ſuche Houſes as 
vp in Londen againſt the Lo2d,mi 
mt i, 8 5 8 1 5 vi 
ut fa 


ell be gonipared to ren 


925 ir Wat their band Wh 
prope 9% | Pt - M05 | 


[| | 
| | 
\ Iþ \ 
. | 
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Was ſo ercellente. mthrowingo offs = 
darte + that haut Sardrid | 

ſortes of wilde braſtes, as murlies fo3 1 
the exortiſe u his hand the whole tutiz [4 
ier rxdernlen together mun nm 


hin, neither fawehimcyrowe twiſeut 
ont marke. no giue an wound wich 
was not deadly: And pt wete ts bet 
withestyatenery marr which taketh 
vp6 hun te-pobnite ſinne, ſhould lenell 
io ſtreight with Commodus, and 
ſticke ſo ſure , that as oft as he thats 
at vefpznntyes, ge might hit them. ano 
asoitoashe hitfes:; kilt; £0 fue 
che readers wity:the Momanes re, 
nopther-anyc kinte dt monttet twice 
gaulde;noz anyt vite recouer the ſioſt 
monde. Neuertbelefſe as ſome Phl- 
loſophers are of this epunon that ths 2 | 
are harman in the ya md 
on vet vt pon requieſie.to knows the-*- 
reaſone,wh rename ee, 


— — | | 
3 playes in London — 2 . 
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BOL Confared | 


cut where, io zealouſip, ſo earvedly,t 
loudly tried out vpon ts ſmall redrefle; 
that J may well ſay of them, as the 
13 repoꝛte ol the mouing 
_ ofthe heauens, we neuer heare them, 
' becauſe we euer heare thf , Whereby 
_ JAeather, that the wiſedome ol man, 
is able to rule any thinge but man: 
foz the ſauage and beute beaſts new 
cher grudge to feede where they are 
- appoynted, noꝛ rt ſiſt when they are 
driuen from thoſe places, where they 
loue moſt of all ta byte. Wut whether 
dur cares be wilfully ſtoped, a dur eyes 


not vnder ſtand; in ſeeing, we ſee and 
not percevic;02 whether the demill our 
ancient enemie hath ſtricken fo dcepe 
and ſo venemous· a tothe into the hart 
ol man, as hath infected,and woundey 
the ſoule to death, J know not well, 
Heb. c. 8. vet ſure I am and haue ſufficient war: 
Hab. aus rant by the wo2de of God, that beinge 
watred with the Wzeachinge of the 
Goſpell , if the fruite wee relde bes 
thoznes and bꝛiers, it is a ver 5 
marke ol repzobates , andofluch as 
ars giuen ouer by the L onde , to their 
obne ſenſe, to follow deſtruction with 
-fulcaile, Tm worde of God is kue⸗ 


mulſied, that in hearing, we heare,any 


* — GW p”2X OO A'S _w 


— — — 


pp fo2 a time, pet in the end they muſt 


thing 


| Playes Confuted. | 


lie, and mightie in operation: bcir 

ele, il it das not L 
tq anewenelle of fe, it is a to⸗ 
ken that we haue no life, but are al⸗ 


readie ſtone deade , in the wozkes of 


darkenes : being mightie in operati⸗ 


on, both the plaigrs and wee mut ve 
perluaded, that their idle actupatin. 
haning fo ſtoute , ſo ſtrong , lo puyſ- 


ſante, ſo mightie an enemie as the 


author itie of their Maſters hold them 


haue a fall. Foꝛ neither ſtrong holds, 


ledge God, ſhalbe able to ſtand, whe 
the fote of his Pꝛophetes comes a⸗ 
gainſt it. Amongeſt all the fauoꝛers 


dt theſe vncirtumciſed Philiſtines 4 
+ meane the Plaiers, whoſe heartes are 
not right, no mia til ot late dur⁊ thꝛuſt 

aut his heave to mayntume theres 
quarrell, but one, in wif;, Gmpie; 10 
learning, ignozant; t attempt, raſh; 


inname, Lodge; Whole boke, as1t 


peere after tc pꝛiuy pꝛinting thereof, 
HE. 0 


wozde of God, though the honour and 


no2 inuentions of inen, noz any high 
t is exalted againft the know 


came not tomy handes i in one whole 


8 —_— ———— 0—̃ 
5 


dut ok fat 


eee 4 


The Confaluion 


0 10 wriell;thatto it.befozethis tim 
Jammiwered nething,partlic —— 
ecguſe m 


he bought nothing; partly b 
hearte was to bigge, to 
dim that wanteth armes 


1 
4 
: bh 
FH 
4 7 bt 


ſone, I chcſe rather to let tun ripen 


out his pwne diſgrate, x being woꝛne 


no blood. Though ſome cr his acq 


taunce haue vaunted to cut and ewe i 
mee 3 knowe not howe: vet hauing, + 


greater regarde to the ſeules of many, 
then to the thaentrnges of fewe ;- to 
the honour ol God, then to the p2ide 
of cuer baagging and vaſte Plapers; 
dy Gods aſtifianco.J will pꝛoue vnta 


yas, that {tage Plaies are not to be 


lutired m a chriſtian cõmon weale. 
Witich 3 truſt J chalbe able ſufficifts 
by to periczi5.2 , if I giue you a taſt 
bath of the tauies oi : Plates,and of the 
cutacs : et the cau es, which J finde 
by reading; of the eifertes , which A; 


hops 


conſidering, with my ſelfe tat ſuch 
kinde of ſozes might bee launced fa | 


and b2eake of him (cle, that vemiung 


nour among his own friends, 
I nugyt tnumphm the cauſe c ede 


1 . e dune experience , 2 


- lineTe and ſingleneſſe of life: 'TCheres 


and God there can ber no truce, no 


tonſeque 
hipwMCh: i in the weꝛld to come, 


2 Em? e 


hope that no Chꝛiſtiã wilbe fofhame 2. | 
kürte lap that the docritte t imaertttis 
of the Deuill, is to bee ſufferedin that At 
comm weale, where the gladtivings \ 

of grace is fruche p:eached,' Foz to: 
| Miametainethe deerine ind intention 
ol the Deuil, is a kind o Avoſtalfe x 
falling from the Loꝛde. Fo2 God hat)). 
— his owne kent 4 44 
ltzeneſſe tonſiſteth not in lineaments 

and pꝛopoꝛtion of the body, but in hos 


foze receiuing the dect ine and inuen · 
tions ol the emit, betwee e whome 


league, no manner of ageer ate, bes 
canſothe one is holp, the othermipere; | 
the one good, the other euill; the ne 
light, the other darkenes: We foꝛſaks 
our God; foxfakinge of him, wee los 
his image and kenefe lofinge his 1- J 
mage, Wco are not hys — 8 and 
hart no part noꝛ telow⸗ 8 


Stage Playes are the dectrine 
and inuention ot the Deuill, may bee 


gathereddy Tertullian, Who noteth 


verie well Kaen the 1 wa") 
VB 4 e 


Playes Confated, | 


che ruine ol his kingdome, both inuen⸗ 
ted thele ſhewes, and 1 
with deuiſes to ſet them out the better 
thereby to enlarge his domuuon and 
pull vs from Cod. 
And Thomas Lodge in that patchte 
pamphlet of his ——— he taketh vp- 
on bim the deſente of playes, little per- 
cciumge how luftely þ chippes fie in 
his face, whilſt he heweth ont timber 
tomake the frame 9 confeſſeth openly _ 
that playes were conſecrated by the hea 
thens top honcur of their gods, which 
in deede is true, yet ſerueth it better to 
oucrth:ow them then eſtabliſh them: 
foꝛ, wyatlveuer was conlecy 
the news of the Beathen Co 
conſecrated to idolatrie, Stage Playes 
by his owne confeſſion were conlecras 
ted to the honour of Yeathen Gods, 
_ thcrefoze conſecrated to idolatrie. 3Bcs = 
ing conlccrated to idolatrie, they art 
not of Bod. rf they p2occede not from 
God, they are the dodrine and inuen⸗ 
tions of the deuill. This will be toun⸗ 
ted news learninge amonge a creats | 
number of my gay nervge'y which 
beare A (harper ü lmacks of * 


Playes Confuted, 
deuiſes in their heades, then of Ex 


table + damnable a caſe we ſtand ii 
 lamentable, becauſe we are fo aſott 
| with theſe delightes, ſo bluwded with 
the lone, and dzunken with the ſweets | 
nes of theſe vanities, that greedely we 
locke , and with our bzaine- 
ſicke aſſemblies not vnlyke to 5 
CTropanes hale in the hozſe, whoſe mi⸗ 
ſchiefe hath bcene diſcouered by the 
Pꝛophets of the Lo2de, and and whoſe bo⸗ 


with the \wozd of his trueth : damna⸗ 
ble, becauſe we pꝛoleſſe Chziſt,and ſet 
vp the doctrine of the dewill ; wer holde 
with the hare and run with the hound, 
beaping vp iudgement vpon our ſoules 
by this hipocriſie. Certayne it 1s, that” 
this life of ours is a continuall warres |: 
fare, a pitchte ftelde, wherein, as the 

uickerous tounge of our mother Eve 
bath iuſtly p:ouoked the Loꝛde, fo ſet 
thz deuill and vs at deavly feude, ſo is 


* 
— 
— — 


nene ee 


eee 


wels haue beene manys tunes gagen 


it our part to bothinke vs ol him, thaoeat 
neuer leaues mblingatonrheele. Vee | 


The bam 


the Pꝛince bf this wozld. the common 
eneme of Chꝛiſte, and ot man kinds, 
Being a Serpent hee is ſubtile — 
ennious, he rcpincth at our eſtate q be⸗ 
ing a Punce, hee is mnghtiez being an 
enemp, hee is malicious; malice bot 
deih continuall diſco2de;continuall dil⸗ 
cozdc, a perpetuall ſtubye and deſice to 
hart: which the Apoſtle vnderſtding, 
qiueth vs a watche woode to walie 
warelp. Fo2 hauing an enemp lo craf⸗ 
ty concrited, ſo well appoynted, ſo en⸗ 
uious, fo malitions, ſo willinge to uuſ⸗ 
cheue vs : no donbte but he hath ſett 
bp many t2appes, ſhott inany nettes, 
bapted many hokes,to take vs, to tan · 
cle vs, tothrattle vs. Which is enough 
to make vs ſuſpecte cuerie pleaſure 
L. Her: that hee p2ofereth . When Pyrrhus 
lawe that the Komaynes coulde not 
be ouerthrowne by foxce of armes, he 
buried the bodies ol them that were 
llapne he dealte very honoꝛablie with 
hys paiſoners returnmge them home 
without ranſome,and (cnt his Ambal- 
ſadours to entreate of peace : wherby 
he made accounte to winne that with 
vndermininge, which 7 alt could 
neuer 


of playes. 


neuer get. The Deuill, whoſe freache» 
ry palleth the ſhiftes of Pyrrhus ,fee-: | . 
ung ſuch a terrible puſh, giuen to hin 
beat bythe chaunge 22 an | 
he the happy entraũte of her Maieſtie i. 
} to the crowne ; hath: played wil bes 
guilie ener ſince . Vee deales very? (as 
ucurably with vs now, hee entextap⸗ 
neth his taptiues with all manner of 
curteſie, hee craucth no raunſome foz 
dur releaſe, his Ambaſſaveurs haue 
bene a great while amonge vs. Firſt. 
hee ſente ouer many wanton 3tahan 
okes, whichbeing traſlated inte engs 
h, haue payſoned the lde maners 
of cur Country with foꝛeine delights, 
they haue ſo har dned the readers harts 
5 ſeuercr wꝛiters arc trode vnder fote,. 
none are lo: pleafunte oz plauſible as 
they,that found ſome kinde of libertu 
in our cares. This contempt of good 
bk es bath bzede a deſire of fancees x (| 
topes. Foꝛ if it be as Ambroſe ſayth De fuga on 
that the decreaſe of vanitie is the in⸗ 1 
treaſe of vertue : J may reaſon cf the 
- contrary, that the increaſe of vanity is 
the decreaſe of vertue. Lhercto2e the 
Nan not contented with the num⸗ 


85 ber 


A 
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Playes Confuted, 


ber he hath coꝛrupted with reading 

talian bauder x, betauſc all den 4 
pzeſeteth vs Comedies tut by the fame 
paterne, which dꝛag ſuch a rs 
tale after thẽ, as is able toſwep whote 
Cities into his lap. They which haue 

any experience in martial diſcipline, 
know p the caſteſt way to conquerc,ts 
either to babe p Captaine, to betrays - 
his P2ince, 02 to allure 5 
| reuolte t fo:ſake their Captame Dur 
encmic whole experience is great by 
continuall pzactiſe had from the begin- 
ning tried his cunning vpon Chailte 
but toke the fople : pet leauing no- 
thing vnſifted that may ſerue 
' poſe, and ſing that neither riches noz 
pꝛeſer ment of ihis woꝛld, could moue 
our Captaine to fall fozward and woz- 
Chip him, becauſe we are commanded 
to followe our Captame fate by fote 
which is Jrckſoms to perfozme , hee 
ſettes Comedies abꝛoach an ercueth 
Theaters to make vs n 
e flie the fielde. (the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet is he Thar walketh not in Nabe : 
> Counſell ofthe vngodly, norſtan- 
dat in che way 0 amy, nor ſits 
in 


mY 


Playcs Confuted, | 
inthe chaire of peſtilence. | Tha 
counſell of the vngodly is the cun⸗ 
ning daift, the derpe ſcarch, the ſubtill 
caſt caſt of the Childꝛen ofdarknes whi 
are ſharpe ſighted in all kinde 
chiefe. The way of ſinners is the p20- 
c&dings and pzactiſes\vf ſinners, Tye 
chaire of pcffilence is the Aﬀſembly of | 
wicked wo2bblings. ut if we flocks 
to Theaters to gaſe vpon playes, wee 
walks in the Counſell of the vngodly, 
becauſe platyng is one of thoſe poli⸗ 
tique hoznes which our cnemie doſſ⸗ 
_ ethagamlſt the Goſpell; We . 
the way of ſinners, becauſe plates are 
the pzoccedings i pzactiles of the Gen- 
tiles in their Jvolatrie ; We ſit in the 
chaire ofpeſtilence,becauſe le their 
our ſelucs ints the companie of them, 
which being ouergoꝛged with the pꝛe⸗ 
aching of the woꝛd, begin to lift at ſe⸗ 
urdu tn and N the Des Je 
Nacyplungeth vs vp to the thaoat in 143 
ſinne and wickedne s e ringes a peale 
*foz reueng in the cares of God , by 
whome wee learne te. ſhin 104 
e curſle n 1 


plats are the dogrine oft 
the Caunſell ofthe vngedly; 
of fanners,the chaire of 
fozerunmers of a curfle _ IT 
hat lande whezem they flazt 

can theꝝ bee ſuffered in thus 
weale wherein we pꝛofeſe the name 

bf Chailt; ercept we ſtand at defiance 
with Shzifttanity, 03 —— open 


warts to our ſoules 2 
ſiſter perapucture 
' iretghjerlaced thi I nude, vc 
Obiecuon. in me ertg. p th chaſtias 8 wil hes 
ro nothing klotze Cities leſt they | 
tand in the way of finnees;muft nets 

ther oceupicthips,tozt cx v 

ted by Mmerua; no? wears any line, 

becauſe it was pꝛoper to Ofyris ; noz 

 exerciſ; almo@ any kinde ol handp⸗ | 


craft;foz'moſt of them were bozowed 
ol the Gentiles, To wi$ome J auns 
Annſue ure ſwere with Lertullian, that of thing 
7 our halo, reteiued fromthe Veathens, Sem 
woerre reuealed vnto them by God, (oz 
necefſary vſes and the beneft 
ſome were inſppꝛed by the Deuull, Y 
which vnder the ſhew of indiſterency 
enn the ———_ ofa 


f Wye 


dition, by which they are ſubiec vente i 
vanitie. Lhole things that are inuen⸗ 
ted fo; neceCarie vles, as, Shippers, 
clottng wollen eꝛ unnen, Paunary | 
craſtes, maꝝ be accepted of Chꝛiſtians 
withcut error, ſoz tyeg are the 11. | 
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ir Fozeheaddes a manylecet 
their firft condition, as Par ꝰ⸗- 
games, Stageplaies, + ſuch like, cam | 
not be (uffred amõg Chzilttans wit — 
ſtacy, becauſe they were ſucks 


lings of Gad beſtowed bponks; 
thols things which are neither —. 
_ (aryuoz beneficial vnto man, pet 
rp iu 
pzinte 


ca 


from the Deullles teatz;to Nurce vp 


Idolatrie. God thinking him ſelis 
not ſufficiently honoured ,. except ths 
out warde conuerſation of our ine os 
guue a teſtunony to the woꝛlde of s 

in warde holineſſe or the minde, chars 
eth vs ſeuerelp to avome cuery thing 
that hindereth the out warde pꝛalel 

on of Chaiſtianitie , Thereſoze the 
Apoſties wating to the Churches 1.0] 


bol Antioch, Syria, Cilicia , iud⸗ 
ged if a neceſſary VBurthen to her“ 
layed vpon thein ;, that they toucg 
on thinges ee vnto Idoles. 


ne re 


Abt var 2. 


Playes Confared. 


Cher efoꝛe if 8 outward vie of things 
indiffe rent, as meats, be to be tied 5 
ruls of charitie, and not to be taken, 


when they offende the conſience ofthe | 


weahe ; how much lefſe ough we ts 
topnc with idolaters in thare playes, 
which are nawghte of them ſelnes, « 
_ offenliue to the godly?pfwe be carefull 
that no pollution of idoles enter by the 
mouth into our bodies, how diligent, 
do cucumſpect, how wary ought we 
to be, that no coꝛruption of idols. enter 
by the paſſage ot our eyes 4 eares ins 
to the ſoule? we knowe that whatſoe⸗ 
ner goeth into the month de fileth not 
but paſſeth away by courſe of nature; 
but that which entreth ito vs by the 
eyes and cares, muſte bee digeſted by 


the ſprite, which is chicfly eſerued to 
God. This ſprite ofqurs 1s al- 


ready dcfiled with the idol: 1 ve of the 
Gentiles, if woe be partakefs of their 
ſacrifices, and maketh vs ſtinke in the 
light of God, fo2 as he that ſteales but 
a trifle is gulltie theft, lo hee that al- 


lobeth the leaſt partell of offringes of | 


the Sentiles is acceſſary to dolatry | 
net bet y en of y thing, pet by þ 
i  nalyte 
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playes Coated. 


nature of the crime Which being con 
ſidered, Fen fo2ced to ſave, that (ache 
men as are eredoꝛs of Stage Plapes 
among Chꝛiſtians, either ſee nat 
they communicate with the tacrifices 
and idolatry of the Gentiles, fo lacks | 
of knowledge; o2 ſeeing it, difſembls | 
the matter ſoꝛ wante of zeale. Zwe 


the deade, they committed 1dolatryc in 
them both, Amonge ſuche Jdolatrons 


ſpectacles as they ſacrificed fo then 


Gods, Tertullian affirmeth 5 Plapes 


Plapes wer not let vp by the Gentiles 
of any blinde zeale within themſelues, 
but by the motion of the diuell, as mag 
be p2oued by the oꝛiginall of them in 


Romanes not being acquainted with | 


de t, Therefoe þ emi ppinghis 


bring it into Italt”, 


about 


400. peares aiter p building ol Rome, 


Wan of Sulpicius ⁊ Stolon | 
C „ . | 


loztes of ſacrifice were uſed among te 
Heathens, the 23c,to the Cots of their 
tountrep, the other to the Þpuites of | 


Lib, de ede. 


were conſecrated vnto Bacchus foꝛ: - gil 
ye firſte findinge ont of wine, Theſe 


Rome, This kinde ef Jdclatrye was 
long p2artiſed among the Greekes, tte 


pipes Confuted 


the inhabitantes beinge mightelic de⸗ 

nobred with a greate plague, the De⸗ 
nill foꝛeſecuig the time whe the plague 
ſhould ceaſe, taught þ Komanes by the 
ozacles of Sibilla to ſet (o:th plaies to 
appcazy ãger of y Gods, p̃ p peſtilente 
ceaſing after this folempifingof their 
plaies, imaht nuſũe tit in idolatrie and 
wätonneſſe euer after , Jo as p wic⸗ 
ked ſpirits which » Gentiles wozlhips 
ped appeared once fightinge in the 
plaine of Campania, to whet them to 
laughter and Ltoudſh tad by this illu⸗ 


U. v de ciui· ſisn:ſo did they (faith 8. Auguſtine) 


with the like ſubtilty, cauſe Playes to 
be conſetrated vnto them, wherein 
theire Adulteries, and Impurities 
were peinted out , that ſuch as gaue 
tredite to the ſame. might follow their 
- example , and they that coulde not bg 
bought to belene it, vet ſeeing they: 
| Gods delight to bee we:ſhipped-fo, 
might give them lelues ener to abho- 
mmnableluff. Though the Romans 
in that hozrible Plague that vered 
they: City ſetcht the famouleſt Plai- 
ers out of Hetruria , yet did not the 
Sick nes of bodie 0 urceaſe, becartſe-the 


delicate 


* 


5 Confuted. 


ok plaipng entted, but 
of wicked ſpirits fozelee- 


delicate 
thecr 


an end, toke hereby to ins 15 te Dei 
led not the bodies, but the manners of .. 
the Citizẽs with a greater plague. E. 
nere Heafaring man is able to tell 
you that there is greater daunge r in 
thoſe ſtoꝛmes that fozbid you to ſhoote 
into the Bauen, then in them that wil | 
not ſuffer you to ſaile at al: which po⸗ 
licy the Demil vſed to peruert the 
Centiles . Foz thoſe wicked ſpirites 
challenging a diuinitie to them 
wers wozſhipped of the 
— neither regarded the ſmoke 
rage re no: ſhowe of plates, but 
the men that. offered vp bothe to ho⸗ 
nour chem. By this meanes the De 
uilldaning them Tone wozſhip gf 
the true God , as ſhips from the — Ml 
n N 


1 3 
_ - they no Ne 
5 cit lo mate by aff Sg 


ties, if we ſearch them, a * 


the Dacrifices ofthe Deuill. tau 
TT n= "T1 
= | our i 


ing that the peſtilence ſhoulve haut ,,, 100 * 


0. Playes Confuted. 

our Cod, as ofte as euer wer let thent 
vp in our Chaltian Cities, the Dis 
uell, triumpheth and reiopceth therein 
as in thinges ſacrificed by Chalſtians 
vnto hun. 

Ectauſe that as in the Church fin- 
ging and p2ayſing the Lo2de together 
as hee hun (elfe hath inſtraed vs in 
his worde, is a ſigne by whiche the 

true God is aſſured that we ſacrifice 
eur hearts vnto him with the Calues 

ol dur lippes: So the Diuell percei- 
uing vs to aduaunce the effringes oz 
ſacrifices of tze Gentiles-, after the 
ſame manner of houſes, of apparell, 
of Stages, of Plaies, that he inſtrua⸗ 
ed the Gentiles by his Oꝛacles, hath 
greate cauſe to bee merrie , and to 

holde him ſelfe honoured thereby. is 
it lo? and ſhall wee ſay wee doe it not 
with the minde to commit Jdolatrie? 
Truelp aunſweare is like to a 
dꝛawght of colde water in burning 
Feuers, whereby the bodie is quieted 
to2 a time, but the ſickenes tan neuer 
ve ranoued. The noble Scipio Na- 
ſica perteiuing that the Citie tannat 
longs endure noe wales _ 


'Playes Confated. 


and manners fall, whenhee awe 
whole Denate bent to builde 
Mheaters, aud ſett out Playes , vith 

eſt perſuaſion dꝛewe them 5 


it. And Valerius Maximus flatlie/af 


lirmeth, trat they were not bꝛought in 
to Rome Sme pacis rubore, without à 


ſteine of diſgrace to the time of 
Peace. They grewe in time ſo in 


Citizens, and remoued by the Cenſoꝛs 
from their Tribe. 
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fas A ? f 
mous among Pp Romanes the ſclucs, wit , 
that if any contmued in that arte,they | 


were dep2ined of the dignitie of other | 


Wherefoze J befeech God 0 to 


with a perfite hatred of nne, and 
feare of Judgement ; foto ſtirre vPP 
ſome noble Scipio in the Ceurte,that 


theſe daiiſing Chaplines of Bacchus, 
and all ſuch as ſet vp theſe wicked 
artes, map b#dzinen ont of Cnglaide, 
may bee ſhutt from the companie of 


the Godly, & as open p2ofeſſo2s of J- 
_ dslatnie , 


tyoꝛitie, to baniſh them; a viligence 


„ 


leparated from vs by Sea 
and Lande. Ik there be a zeale in au⸗ 


in Pzeach:rs to purſue them za gene⸗ 


De hb. 2. 


touch tze heartes of our Magiſtrates 


Playes Geb 


rall conſent in vs to loath them; 4 
dare boldely anouch from my owne 
experience, that monſtrous ſinnes, 
with very light trauell; unminent dã 
er, with very ſmall troble ; olde fe⸗ 
red coꝛruptions, in very choꝛte time 
wilbe diſplaced; the Churches in 
London moze frequented , moze fur⸗ 
niihte, moꝛe filled; the diuine ſeruice 
of God moꝛe regarded, moꝛe reueren⸗ 
ted. moe Kept; and the vtter ſuppꝛel⸗ 
ſing of a fewe, bꝛerd a werte reſoʒma⸗ 
tion in many thoulandes, 


The? Attion. 


J the daye whercin woe bee delt⸗ 
uered from the tawes ol death, 
ought to bee as iopfull to vs as the 
houer of birth, becauſe the toy of 

laletie atchiued 1s ſure , the condition 
\  ofbyzth vacertaine; and becauſe wee 
are voꝛzne without pleaſure , ſaued 
with gladnes : Both I ſhal think my 
ſtudy very well employed, and my 
louing cuntrimen of Englande ſhall 
—_ _ to ech Wit PR. God 
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- Flayes Conrurca, 


by my trauell againſt Plaies,fo maus 

me a ſtay to the ryot of their expen- | 

22 a diſcioſcr of the toꝛruptid in their 
thes , anda watchman againſte 

the hazard of their ſoules . All which 

as J iudge fo pzoceedoſ® Stage Plays; 

ſo muſt J contute the opinion cf them 

that holde the contrary, Ponge Pa- 

er Lodge thinking to iett vpon ſtar | 

toppes, and ſteale an puche ofhis 

hight by the bare name of C iccro,alles 


oo fro hun, va Þlay is the School- 1 _—— . | 


miſtreſſe lite; the lookinge glaile 

of manners ; and the image of 

rrueth , | But finding bim kelle tog | |. 

werke in the knes to ſtand it out. now = | 
© ther alleadging the place where Tullie | 

ſaithit ; noz bꝛinging any reaſon ak 

his obne, to pꝛone it; hee flittes from 

this to the Etyn:ologie of Plaics, fro: 


his wiſedome out of breath. It ſos | 
meth that Paſter Lodge {:.w this im 
Tulile with other folks eyes, and not 
his owne. Foz tampremembeance 
Jnener read it in hun, neither doe J 
thinke that aſter Lodge can — 1 
t me. Foz in his Tuſculans ſecond, 


' thence to the tancnto2s, and ſo gallops , 4.5 
| 


: 

i 

e 
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rlayes chen 


hird, and lourth bocke , he milliketh 
ayes, in his bookes of (he commort 
ale, he is ſharpe ſet againſt them, 
is Epiſties waiturg to Marius, 


were ſet out at Pompeys charges, he 


telleth hum that if atiy paine of bodie. 


v2 detape of hralth withhelde him, hee 
attributeth it rather to ſoꝛlune, then 


to his wildome, but if he contewned 


at,and being not zindered with ſick⸗ 
nes reſuſed to fre them of his ewn ac⸗ 
tcoꝛd, he reioyceth greatly in bis! friedes 


tl fa bables, that other men wonder 


behalt Krit, that he felt no greeſe ot bo⸗ 


die, next that the was perſealy whole 


in minde, Lecaule he fozrfiowed to 


come to thoſe ſpecacles , wh; ch other 


ms delight in without cauſe; J would 


it pleaſed maſter Lodge to remember 


that in caſes of conſcience. no mans 


more to take what ſoeuer they 


aucthozitie may ſtand fez reaſon, it 


is thei efoze our ductie to weighs 
befoze we ſpeatze, whether the teſti⸗ 


monies of other inen will abide the 
bammeringe , when they come to 


be w2ought by the wozde of Cod, 


"6 


I 
who was abſent from the plapes that 


| Playes Con fared. 


together in pzoofe of that which nei- 
ther reaſon noz conſcience doth allow, 


is as fonde and impertinent an en⸗ 


terpꝛiſe, as to open our locke with 
the hatchet, and cleaue our wood with 


we" becauſe maſtcr Lodge will 
needes father thele woꝛdes vpon 


Tullie that neuer ſpake them, 1 
will fürſt ſette . — the matter, 
and the perſons of both kindes ok 
playcs , then rippe vp euery part 


of this definition, that von may ſee 


bow this gentleman like the Foxe at leer Fab. 


the banquet of the Storke , uckes 


tap fo; Oracles , and muſter them 


the outſide of the glaſſe with an emp⸗ 


tie ſtomacke, when his heade will 


not (uffer bim to enter in. 


The argumtt of Tragedies is 


luntary by popſon. 


- The perſons , Gods , Goddefſes, u. 
ries, flendcs | Kinges, Quenes, and 
mightte men . Tye ground worke Ul! 
af Commedies „ is * dcoſe- 


nedge 


_ wzath, crueltie, inceſt, i mare, mur⸗ 
ther eyther violent by lwoꝛde, oz vos 
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pf ayes Confured | 
mays; flatterte, bawderie, dpe con⸗ 
eighance of who2dome. The perlds , 
es, queanes, knaues, baudes, pas 
i ſites, courtezannes , lechersule ol de 


men, amorous pong men There⸗ 
+ — doe Plautus in his pꝛologue befoꝛ:e 


the cometꝛie of the captiues, deſiring to 
curry lauoure with his auditours, ex⸗ 
hoꝛteth them earneſtly to marke that 

plape, becauſe it ſhall caſt no ſucßh 
ſtenche of impuritie into theire noſes 
as others doe, There is in it (ſaith he ) 

neither fozſ\wo2ne baude, no: harlot, 
noꝛ bꝛagging ſouldier. Why could he - 
not giue this commendation to all the 

reſt? becauſe it was the pꝛactiſe of the 
deuill, to weaue in a thzeed of his own 
ſpinrung. Wihy1s this rather purged 
offilthines then the reſt 2 becaulc it is 
the iuglinge of the deuill, to turne hun⸗ 
ſelfe ſometimes fo an Angel of ligt, 
to deceiue vs the ſooner. The beſt play 

you can picke out, is but a nurture of 


dLodd and cuil, how can it be then the 


lchooleuuiſtres of life ? The beholding 
of troubles and miſerable flaughters 


= that are ui Tragedies, dꝛiue vs to im⸗ 
| monerate ſozrowp, heauines, woma⸗ 


mih 


Playes Confuted. Fi 

niſh weepin eeping and mourning, where 
by we become leners of dumpes, and 
lamentatiõ, both enemies ro ſo2titude, 
Comedies fo tickle our ſenſes with a 
— anter vaine, that they make us 
oncrs of laughter, and plealure. wuh⸗ 
out any meane, both foes to tempe-_ 
rance, what ſchooling 1 is this? Domes 
tune yau ſhall ſee nothing but the — 
uentures of an amoꝛous knight, paſs 
ſing krom countrie to countrie foz the 
loue et his lady, encoũtring many ate⸗ 
rible monſter made ol bꝛoune paper, 

1 hie retoꝛne, is ſo wonderfully chan⸗ 
ges . that he can not be knowne but by 
Dune poſie in his tablet,o2 bya bꝛoken 
ring, oꝛa handkircher, oz a piece of a 
cockle chell, what learne you by that? 
When ploule of your playes is eyther 
| meeretrifles, 02 Italian bauvery, oz 

wooing ek gentle women, What are ve 
taught? paraduenture you. will are, Ae & 
that by theſe kinde ofplayes „ the au fond obiecus. | 
thours inſtruct vs how toloue with 4 

tonſtancie, to ſue with modeſtie , and 

to loth whatſocuer is contrarie vn- | 
to this, In my opinion, the diſci⸗ betete 
pline we ne by dere is W | 


| Vlayes Confuted 


| the inftice that acertaine Scholeinge 
ter taught in Perſia, which taught his 
chollers to lpe, and not to lye ;tode- 


Xenopho. Lib. ceiue, and not to decciue , with a di⸗ 
1. ic aint. Cyn. ſtinction howe they might doe it to 


their friends, how to their enemies; 
to their friends, foz exerciſe ; to their 
fes, in earneſt. Whercin many ok 
his [chollers became fo ſkilfull by p2a- 

ciſe ,by cuſtome ſo bolde , that their 
deareſt friendes papde moze fo2 their 
learning then their enemies. J would 
wth the Players to beware of this 
kind of fchwling, leaſt that whilſt they 
teach youthfull gentlemẽ how to loue, 
and not to lone ; how to wo, and not 
to wo, their ſchollers grow as cun⸗ 


5 ning as the Perſians. 


As the mucchiele that followed that 
vicipline of Perſia enfazced them to 
make a lawe,that yong men ſhould e⸗ 
uer after be taught ſimply as houſe- 
bolders vſe to inſtrua their families: 
ſo J truſt, that when the Londoners 
are luffictently veaten with the hurte 
of ſuch lefſss as are learned at Plaies, 
ik not foz conſcicnce ſake, pet fozQun- 


PE * may pauately 


bzcake 


Playes Confuted. 


bzeakeintoeucry mans houle , this 
methode of teaching will bee come (a 
hatetull, that euen wozlbly pollicy 
without; any gramcrcy lhalbc dziuen 
to baniſh it. 

Sappho waiting toher LouerPha- 
on, telieth hun, that ber ſtudy perpes Oud Fp. 
ont in her behauiour, and Thalia her | 
uſe hath made her wanton. Yows 
true this alfertion is 
Mathematicians, wh 
nuſitians , whoſe minde 
riable as their arte. This may ſuf | 
fice to perſuade vs that no manner ol 
gdodnes can be learned at a play, 
partly becauſe the beſt is a mixture ot 
good and<cull,as ſhalbe howen moze 
euidently by the fozmall cauſe thereof 
When J come to that place. The 
minde of it felfe is ſimple without | 
mixture 0z compoſition , therckozs 
thole inſtructions that are giuen fo | 
the minde muſt bee ſimple without! - 
mingle magle of fiſh e fleſh, gad e bay 
where bathare p2ofred, the hered 
£02 ol our nature takethß woz! 
and leaueth the beſt. upon this coſide- 

ratid Ae btt terte dec — 


polit. 7. Cr _ 
vic. 1 


z ; 


1 playes C Chnfuted, 
men of Plaies till they bee ſetled in 


minde s immoueable in affection leſt 


vir; to the Stage to fetche Pt 


with a pynte of water and apottle 


leaſt the example of w 


| who 
Plapers, fo2 their manners; be fittc 
Schoolmaſters of honeſtie, Ire 

me to them that by frequenting 


bee learncd at Plapes it is likelp that 


man learneth fo hee liueth ; and as his 


_ ftudpis, ſuchare his manners; but 


the dayly experiẽte of their behauiour, 
ſheweth, that they reape no p2ofit by 
the diſcipline them ſelueF; how then 
can they put vs in any good hope to be 

inſtructed thereby when wee haue the 
ant of ſuch lefons , but an houre 03 


twa 
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cfoz loue,they quench their heate 


of fire; partly becauſe that whiche is 
learned, mult be learned ofthe beſt, 
ddly Baſters, | 
poyſon vs rather thf inſtruae vs. But 
ther Playes , foꝛ the matter; oz 


oꝛt 
he⸗ 

aters are very well acquainted with 
the argument of the one, the !ifc of 
the other. If any goodnes were to 


the Players them ſclues which cem⸗ 
mitt euer ſillable to memoꝛy ſhouide 
p:ofitte molt , bœtauſe that as euery 


| 


| plies Confuted. 


Two os they ſtudy and p2actife ener 
dape , pet are neuer the better. 
Ner Lodge finding ſome peruiſh in | 
oz gatherer of Tullic to be a pe, is 
verb wel contented to winke foz coms 


pany, and thinking his wozde fo curs 
rant to goe fo2 payment, woulde glads , 


A te perſuade vs vpon Tullies credite 


that a Play is the Schoolmiſtres of 
life. herein J perceine hee is no 
changeling, foꝛ hee diſputeth as ſound⸗ 
lp being from the vniuerũtie and out 
ok exertiſe, as her did when her was 
there, and at his boke, 
The next pꝛopertp that oł his owne 
bzaine,( but in Ciceroes name) hie 
glues to à Play, is, yy it is a very 
 Glaſle of behauiour. The coꝛrup⸗ 
tion of manners is there renealedand 


accuſed. | Which is eaſily confuted, 


by the circumftaunce of the place, of 
the perſon, ol the manner, and of the 
end of accuſation, Foz the p lace; no 
pꝛiuate mans life ought to bo bzeught 
in 


queſtion oꝛ accuſed , but where he 
may pleade in his owne defence and 
haue indifferent iudges to determine 
the cauſe, to that ende veceiue wes 
a 


Playes c Confuted, 


a couple of earcs that both partes 
might be heard, both equally weighs 
ed r therfoze did Alexander in iudge⸗ 
ment ſtop one eare with his finger 
reſeruing it wholly fo; the defendant. 
At Stage Plates it is riviculous , foz 
the parties accuſed to replye, no indit⸗ 
ferenty of iudgement can be had, beer⸗ 
cauſe the wozſte ſoꝛte of people haue 
the hearing of it. which in reſpecteof 
there 1gnozance,of there ficklenes, and 
ol there furie, are not to bet admitted 
in place ot iudgement. A Judge mult 
be graue, ſober, diſcrete, wile, well 
exertiſed in caſes of gouernement. 
Which qualities are neuer founde1 * 
the baſer ſoꝛt. 
A Judge muſt be an vn⸗ 
coꝛrupted, vpꝛight, neither turning lo 


ſzße night hand, noz to the left;the mea⸗ 


ner ſoꝛte tottre, they are taried away 
with encry rumoz2 , and ſo eaſily co2- 


G fu ted. that in the Theaters they gene 
rally take vp a wonderſull laughter, 


. and ſhout altogether with one voyce, 
when they ſe ſome notable coſenedge 
pꝛadiiſed, o ſome ſlie conueighante k 
baude den out of Italy. SAherby 


* 


playes Contuted. 


they chowe them ſelues rather to like 
it then to rebuke it. a iudge muſt nei⸗ 
ther be thflamed with c holer, noꝛ blin⸗ 
ded vw affectiõ; The rudeit ot᷑the peo⸗ 
ple are ſometime rauiched with every 
giewgawe, ſometune fo headie, that 


they runne together by heapes , they 


with theire clubbes they ſee not why, 
Mhich thing the auntient Philoio- 
phers canſidering called them a mon⸗ 


ſter of many headcs . If the conunen 


people which reſozte to Theaters 

being but à aſteinblie of T. ailers, Tin 
kers, Coꝛdwayners, Daplers, olde 
Men, vong Men, Women , Loves, 


Gires, and ſuch like, be the iudges of 


faultes there painted out, the rebu⸗ 
king ol manners in that place, is ney⸗ 


ther  awfull noz conuenient, but to 


be held fo2 a kinde of libelling, arid de⸗ 


faming Yowſocuer they late it out 
with their owre cardes , pꝛetending 
— Painter in his ſhoppe ers Obie ˖ 


n. 


p:eſſcth one oz other by a counterfaite; 


10 the Poet on ſtages p:eſenteth peu a 


picture ot his owne dꝛawing, wherein 
pou mar _ the 8 life ol 


it 
b 
| 
7 
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know not whither; aud lay about | 


ww 


man, Anſyere, 


— mots — 


Cicer. in his 4. 
bo. ke of the. 


cmon weale any bodie might be hurt; they woulde 
not haue the lite and behaviour of the 
citizens, ſubiec eythẽr to a Poets inke⸗ 


Epi ſt. ub. z. 


NL 
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— * » which in the Cataſtrophe 
N maketh 


Jo 


Playes Confated, 
- appeareth by antiquitie, that the 


rcantng : foꝛ as any maithad diſpleas 
d them, torcueng theire ownc caule 


tl ſtudied to pꝛeſent hum vpon the 


age, there did they ruſſie, and taunt ; 
ſcoffe, and iuppe; thunder. aud lighten, 
d ipue vp theire ccunning to dekace 
im. tcreupon grewe one of the 
awes of the twelue tables, that no 
an ſhould be ſo hardie as to wate as 
ny thing, whereby the good name of 


hoꝛne, oꝛ a Players tongue, but to the 
leate of tulkice. 


cle ol Horace to Auguſtus, and by 
other famous waiters, which hauinge 


nes,confeſſein plaine wo2ds,that 
oucrlaſhing of players was ſo 
ned . Whether this be the pꝛa⸗ 
of Poets in thele dayes you may 
pe cetue by the dziſt ol him that wzote 
the play termed the three Ladies of 


oets which weie befoꝛe had another 


This map be gathered by the Epi⸗ 


curicuſly ſearched ylawes of the Ro⸗ 


are tourned outward, and all her ſes 


| Maes Cohfuted. 
maketh Loue and Conktiedce t tobe | 


like of playes ? Loueanſweres that | 


examined how thric 8 eine 
the deteſteth them, becauſe her guttes 


cret conueighaunce , is blazed with 
colours to the peoples eye, Conſci- 
ence like a kindharted gentleweman 
doth alow them. 
In this pointe the Poet makes o | 
much halt to his ioꝛneyes end, that he 
thꝛowes hun ſclic headlong downe the 
bill, Fo2 neither Louc dic them, | 
befoze he had marie her ts Diſsimu- 
lation, wheſe pꝛopci tie is tolfey ons 
thing and thinke another: noz Con- 
ſcience allowed tzom, beſoꝛe he had | 
ſpotted her with all abhonnnation, 
whoſe nature is to allowe that which 

is like her ſelle, filthie, coꝛrupt, ſpolted, 
and defiled. The waiter ol the plane | 
called London againſt the three la 
dies confeſſeth in 1 * pꝛoioge that he 
made it partly fo2 enuie, partly fo2 a 
vaine gloztous minde , Foz enuie:be⸗ 
cauſc his ſtomack would not beare the 
commendations, that other men gaue 
to the three W 1 in his hearing. 
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Fo? vaine gloꝛie: becauſe he ſtraue fa 
do better hunſelfe, and nnld the tuſhi⸗ 
vn; ſomewhat J graunt he betteredit 
in ſhewe , tonching the ſubſtance he 
both but catmil as 2 loulde declare, if 
it were not frum the matter J 
take in hand. Ey theſe fewe you map 
gather ofall the reit, and perſwate 
| pt ur ſelues that as ſtages and Zheas 
rs axe not allowed by the lawes of 
Dod, oꝛ man, to medle with diioꝛders: 
ſo is it not the marke that theire au⸗ 
2g thours ſhoote at when they fill thele + | 
4:.-.ve.z. roomes. If any defourity be repꝛehen⸗ þ 
| dod there , it is to vc done by the pla, 
rer n. eath, he trat will chere ano⸗ 
ther man his lault, muſt purge hun 
1 elfe ficſt Fo2 as they bocre fozbidden 
laurch- in old tune to expeunde ame Oracles 
which 200 anie infection about theire 
bodies: ſo haue they no grate in rebu⸗ 
king cthers,that nouttth d canker in 
ir owne ſoules. Vow are they 
pull vs vp that groucl as flatte 
in the duſt as we? what credit, hath 
nanp good counſell in Plapers lippes, 
when it wozkes no amendment w 
ſelues ? Concern anon" 


rale he ſad in. Int 
nes: becauſe we ought to con der our 


[Fae Confuted. 


of rebuking whoſoeuer taketh that of; 


fice vpon him muſt do it ſecretly, ef 
comp.ſsion, and in the ſpirit of meek⸗ 


to deranie the partic rebuked againſt 


multitude of oftentes; the rule of 


Tpi which willeth: bs to dzaiwe 
dur bzother alive a1 Lall hun our 


: minde. . 
Ot canpaſsꝛon: fazhet trebuketh 
muſt be in \ward!y ſtricken 


he. ULED, + 


ſtuaus peaſon ,contciethfhat he did it 


/ with mai iy fcarcs whe: eby he. giueth 


vs to vnderlt and how he pitied the ol⸗ 
lender, 7j the damnable 


own weaknes , Which are itubicae 
to infiryz;ties, and map be teinpted as 
much as other. But when any thing 


is repꝛehended by Players vpon the 


Blass, it ts openiv blowne into the 


D 3 cares | 


Payl waiting, e ince⸗ 0 


nes, Decretly : becauſc we ought not [| | | 


the law of chartti eth he rule df Chiſt: | N 
the law of charitie, which coucreth the || | 


ſpirit of mecks Gal 


er. * 4 


th greefe | 
ok heart to ſe the marcfiie of Gov ofs 
ended, and the ſoule of his bzother 


— 


Ak. 8 * 


a 
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eares of many and made a by ode, 
it p2ocedeth not of ſoꝛrow, 02 com 
Auguſt. a. de ſion towards hum that! bath offended, 
duuit dei. but danger either ol Poets mallice, 
fs ſs Eupolis hãdled Alcibiades; og 
of coxruption, ag Ariilophanes dealt 
with Socrates and Cleon; with So- 
crates, in his Coniedie called The 
cloudes, wber: n he was hyred by A- 
nytus and Melitus to diſcredit him; 
With Cleon in his Tomedie named, 
The men ar armes, bꝛibed by Nicias 
and Demoſthenes (as ſome waters 
ſuſpec) to do the uke. 
It is not ſpoken inthe ſpirit of merk⸗ 
nes, but with a ſcoffing , and iearinge 
ſpixit, altogether vnmeete fo2 ſuch a 
| purpoſe. - The white that rebu- 

| Res ought to leuil at. is the recouerie 
Jau d him that hath trovve-awze. 0 
peter bidds Simon the ſo2cerer to re- 


pent that his finne might be fozginen 


'” of Corinth to deliuer the mceſffwus 
f 1 that his ſoule might 4* 
be ſale in the day of the Lo2v . mn .. 
neither the Poets which penn the 
ee eee 7 


0 4 * 6 [ % - 
© | 8 
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* 


him. Do Paul cõmandeth the Chitrch * 


Playes Confuted. 
n the Stage, doe ſecke tod os 


themvps 


the Peets mtente, is, to wꝛeake his 
owne anger, as 3 chewed you of Eu- 


polis & tc were reftrames by the || | 


* welue tables; the ados either b55 
fo: their own p2ofit, as the players in 


London; oz followe the humoz of 
tgeir owne fancies, and rauthfull de⸗ 
lightes, as the ſtudentes of the vniuers | 


ſities, and the Inns ol Courte. 


ende of repꝛehention „ J conclude, 
that a plaie, can bee no lookin g glaſſe 
ot behauiour, and the rebuking of 
manners is as fit fo2 the Sage, asthe 
picture of Chaſtitie foxthe ſtues. Pet 


it vpon me, foz Tullies ſake,vſing his 
olde facton of diſputing, compelled 


fhe woman & bzaule it out. Ye 
eth on farther in this 
tit harde that a p 

trueth "Wherein he farcth 5 ma⸗ 


rigersat & „ uin 


any god vito ſuch as they rebuke, ſo: 


Thercfozc vpon the place, v;on the 
perſon , vpon the methode, bpon the | 


is Paſter Lodge very cager to fozce 


with hunger when reaſon is ſcante, ei. 

| ther to five to ablunde texte, 03 to plate 
rows | 
barge and holdes 

e is the Ima age of | 1H 


85 


5 | tle to that they baue paſſed, and lee 


Playes Con nfarkd, 


behinde them; then to that which 
remaynety untouched, and lyeth be- 
fo:e tem, | 
Ast he other two pꝛoperties which 
be poſied ouer, are inifiticntly pꝛo⸗ 
ued, not to belong to Comedies, fox 
which he clames them: lo ( God! wils 
ling you ſhall perteiue, that he en⸗ 
treth as boldely vpon this, without as 
ny commillion to bearc him cut. The 
periectelt Image is that, which ma ⸗· 
keth the thing to leeme, reither greater 
2 leſſe, then in dede it is. But in 
lapta, either thoſe thinges are ſai⸗ 
ned, that neuer were , as Cupid and 


0 — 2 pla at Paules ; 3 and a greate 


many Coedies moꝛe at þ Blacke fri- 
ers and in cuery Playe houſe in Lon⸗ 
nk „which fo2 bꝛeuitics ſake Jouer 
kippe: 0 ifatrue Hiſtozie be taken 
in hand, it is made like our ſhadows, 
longeſt at the riüng and fallyng of the 
Sunne, ſhoꝛteſt of all at hie none. 
Fo: the Poets dꝛiue it moſt tommon⸗ 
y vuto ſuch pointes , as may beſt 
ſhowe the| maiedte of their pen, in 


9 eaches; oz (ct the — ; 


okay ee | 

+ 4 ! * 5 1 

1 5 : * 
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Py 


agogge , with diſcourſes of loue; *Yl 
painte a fewe antickes , to fitt their #12 
obne humoꝛs, with lcoffes x tauhtes; [| FT. 
oz wang in a ſhcwe , to furnith the | 
Stage, when it is tobare; whenths ||| | 
matter of it ſelfe comes ſhoꝛte of thts, | | 
they follewe the p2adiſe of the cobler, 
and let their tecth to tte leather to 8 
it out. 
| Do was the hiſtoꝛy of Cafar and 
Pompey, and the lape cf the Fabli 
at the Theater, both amplified there, 
where the Dꝛummes might waltze, oꝛ 
the pen ruifle , when the hiſto? 2ylwel- 
led, and ran to hye fo2 the number of þ 
perſons, that ſhoulde playe it, tie Po. 
et with Proteus cut the ſame fit to 1:15 
owne meaſure ; when it alooꝛded no 
pompe at al, he bꝛought it to the racke, 
to make it ſeruc. Which inuinciblie 
pꝛoueth on my ſide. that Plays are no 
Images of trueth , becauſe ſometime 
they hůdle ſuch thinges as neuer were, 
ſometune they runne vpon truethes, 
but make them ſeeme longer, oz thoz-, | 
ter, oꝛ greater,o2 leſſe then they were, 
accoꝛding as the Poet blowes them 
| n Eg 


. 
- o 
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- v2minceth them hnailer,ſoz weaker 
. . Rtomakes. 
Ama; boldely ſayit, becauſe I haus 
lane it, that the Palace of pleaſure, 
| the Golden Aſle,the Ethiopian hi- 
ſtorie , Amadis of Fraunce, the 
EKeouncde table, baudie Comedies in 
Latine, French, Italian, and Spaniſh, 
haue berne th:oughly ranſackt, to furs 
nilh the Playe houſes in London. 
How is it poſſible that our Playcma- 
kers headdes, running thꝛough Ge- 
nus and Species t euery difference 
ol lyes, colenages, baudꝛies, whoze- 
domes, ſhould pjcſet vs any {choole- 
5 miſtres of life, looking glaſſe of mã- 
ners, or [mage of trueth ? fez wth 


Obieftion, Caith the Anthour of the Playe of 


| J playes ſhowen at the 
tee and twentieth of Febꝛuaris 
At, Theylhalbe nowe purged , the a 
mamatter ſhalbe god. l 
AunGwvere. . Bee it as hee lapth, let vs graunte 


mthat hee may haue Playes ,if yes 
Whole matter is god, ſimple, | 

late , and honeſt; vetmult J aun⸗ 

were him with Tertullian that as no 


eee to giue you & 


De fetal, 


Playes Confuted. _ 


deadly poyſon will temper the ſame 
with gaull , and Elleborus, oz any 


So the Deuill, at Blayes, wil being 


the comfoztavle woꝛde or God, which, 


becauſe if noꝛiſheth or nature is very 


conuezaent to carry the poyſon into 


our vaines. 


But ſith Eucchanans book is an 


old wozmeaten obiedton which was 
laide in my dich at 


ther it be lawfuli foz Chziſtians to 


play if, when J handle the repꝛeſenta⸗ 


fion of playes though theirs matter be 
, As fo2 that gloſing 


Theater which profers vou lo faire, 


of a maide of Kent, and a litie beaſt l 


my firſt publiſhing 
the ſchoole ok abuſe, you ſhall fe whe⸗ 


late at 


is enterlaced in u, a baudic long 


thing that is bitter, and vnptealaunt; 
but with lweete t holſomc confetibs : 


ſpeach, ol the new ſtawled roge, bath 
which Jam compelled to burte iu 


lence, being moze aſhamed co vtter 
on, then they. Foz as in Tragedies 


Poets ars confirepned to turne them 
from che peoples cyes; ſo in the ſong 


ſome points are ſo terrible, that the 


I e ſprache of the ſr; | 


Go } * 
1 = 
: : 2 ey 8 1 
: 
| 


4 __Playes Confuted. 
ſomewhat is ſo dichoneſt, that 3 can 
— honeſtie reptate it. Neuer⸗ 
theleſſe if they ſhould altogether 2 
of this dor. ge from the Stage 
ploy them clucs ſoberlie to 4a due 
of manners; as J haue already pꝛo- 
ued the Stage to be vnſitte lo ſuch a 
purpoſe, ſo I per iwade my ſelfe, that | 
. the other is but the wggunge of the 
| deatll, who perceyunig his comedics 
bcamto munke, muety. vs à graine 
02 two inthe weight of the cauſe, 
to make vp his market, and as 
| 2.Dcauir.Dei. Auguſtine noteth stontented ſome⸗ 
time to be euill ſpoken of im Plapes 
to bleare our exes. He affo2deth to 
vs as he did to Plautus ſome nal} 
number of plaies without loue oz cur» 
toſane,yea with vente good matter, to 
namtame the idolatry of the Gentus. 
The number of the yeares where 
they floriſhed anionge the G2xrkes, 
though they be reconed to.hg thirteng 
hundꝛeth, pet if they had mounted to 
thirtcne thouſande this is ng; gnough | 
to perſwade vs that are Cþxſhians to 
do the like. Foz the playes of the Gre 
are tn be recepuen among Chote | 


Playes Confuted. 


fians, it then Gods be to be honone 
red, but thetre Gods are by no meanes 
to be honcured ,tycretozetheire playes 
are by no mr anes to be retepu 
tullian teachety vs that euery part or 
the preparation of plapes, was dedi⸗ 
cated to ſome 4 god, 02 goddeſſe, 


£d. Te 5 Dc reaculs 


as the houle, ſtage, apparel}, to Ve. 


nus ; the muſike, to Apollo; tye pen- 


ning, to Minerua And the Muſes; the 
pꝛonuntiacion and anon to Merc u- 
rie: he calleth the Theater Sacrarium 
Veneris, Ve nus chappell. by iclozting | 
to which we woꝛſhippe ber. 
The Ceaſo2s 13 Name Wwheſe 
manner was once in fiue pcarc fraits | 
lv to examine, and redꝛeſle diſo:ders, 
 bavinga great care to auoyde all co2- | 
ruptions of manners, were verie __ 
pry in — and dcſtroping 
poyſoned there | 
— * with yy uſnefle and diſſo⸗ | 
lute behauioure of þ Gꝛtekes. Theres 
fo:e when — had built a ſtately 
Theater of ſtone at his owne chars 
ges, fearing that in time to come it 
would be vefaced by the Cenſoꝛs ſom» 


COT RT m—_— 


| achappel te Venus 
= E undcallevienat a The 1 
r, but Ve conſecrated 
. vis Though the names of hea⸗ 
gods oꝛ goddeſſes by of theſelues 
ym pray eng <q coi whe [14 


debris dale that w ger 
per to d, vuto thein that are no | 

gods : what is ſo pꝛoper vnto Gon, 
| | aswortopts ismnlieru-co hs 

2 pꝛaper, to his helpe! thanks, 

e ; 
 playesof the Gentiles, ſo we 
that we ſtaupe to the names ol 
' idols; ſo we truſt p we giue our ſelnes 
. tg — aw, 8 


2 


| frrangers, If 


Playes Confured. 


to God; if we makea two2ce befwens 


tearmeth humſelfs to be tealcus, t tra» 
jolie —.— the 8 ieſtures oꝛ 
ſignes lliaritie 9 
If Sidrach Miſ A- 
bednago had not knowne this, they 
might have vailed and bended , to the 
Kings 1doll, but becaule Þ cutwarde 


they would not ſecme to be, thai they 


: * 1 
5 
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hem, muſt repꝛeſet p which is within, 


were not: whole example is ſet dowe 


as arule fo2 vs to followe , A bovie 
| woulathinke itt . — tolle 


Tertul de re 


+ ping on hy toithont griefschwhes 


playes Confuted. 
bake which erhozteth vs to kepe cur 
ents 
onelp , buf 
repꝛeſentung or an idoll. So ſubtill is 
che deuill, that vader the colour of re⸗ 
treation, in London, and of exerciſe of 
learning, i in the vmuerſities, by ſeeing 
df plapes, he maketh vs to iopne with 
the Gentiles, in thare coꝛruption. Be⸗ 
cauſe thelwete numbers of Poetrie 
flowing; in verſe, do wöderkullp tickle 
the hearers cares, the deuill hath tyed 
this to moſt of our playes , that what- 
ſoeuer he would haue mucke faſt to our 
dules, might ſuppe downe in luger 
5 this intiſement, ſeꝛ that which de⸗ 
teth neuer troubleth our ſwallow, 
when any matter of lone is en- 
[5-5 wo ener: the thunge it lelfe bee 
_ abletoallure vs, petit is ſo ſette out 
| Ea ſweetnzs of wo:des , fitnes of 
pithites, with Petaphozs „Alegozies. 
Voyperboles, amphibologes, Sunili- 
tudes, with Bbaaſes, fo pickt, ſo pure, 
ſo pꝛoper; — action, fo ſmothe ſo 
iuclp, ſo v that the poyſon cre 


bs a laſt and hurleth vs — 


| inadeadfieepe. As the Dinell hath 


- paſſe, ſimple and mixte. 


and damnafion is char 
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bzought in all that Poetriecan ſing, 


lo hath hee ſought out euery ſtreine 


ö —— N 
kind ol inſtruments into that com 


For the eye beſide the beautie 
of the houſes, andthe Stages, hee 


ſendeth in Geariſh apparellinaſkes, 


vauting , tumbung, daunſing of 


gigges, galiardcs, moziſces , hobbis! 
phoꝛſes; ſhowing of iudgeling caſtes, _ 


nothing fozgot, that might ſerue to ſet 
out the matter, with pompe, oz ras 
nuch the beholders with varietie of ple⸗ 
aſure. | To ſccke this, is, ta pent ob 


ſtudies in things that are mere natu⸗ 


fall, to ſpende our time io is to be cars 
nally minded, but to be carnally nun ⸗ 
ded is death, howe then can wee lot 


to him ? Where no pꝛamiſe is,thers 
cones he th — te Whole. 
822 1 94g jel 

al wes fatter our lelues vith «| 


Rom. ? 
E | 


to bee Partakers of the benefittcs of 
Crit, which runne a contrarprace - 


3 warne hope, fo nouriſh the deli 


Obie. 


Vul. lugurth. 


leſte to winne heaven alter den 


wanton ſpeaacles, and 


wꝛoote in the earth une wine. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe Marius in an oꝛation to the Ro⸗ 
mans reckoneth this vpp among the 
roſt of his vertues to gett hun tredite. 


noꝛ behelde playes:hauing befo2e 


playes Confited 


ol the fleſhe while wee line, neu 


Paule flatize pꝛondunceth ti 4 
e the ſlech to be ennitie againſt Erd, 


I” they be er -mity, purſiung them ſo 


rr avely es ue doe „ute bend cur 
ſclurs openly cg vuſt him, that] as 
the pꝛict of our raowe with the b 


of hir ſcune, O hozrible 4 
' we selle voc the pumpe and vanitie of 


the wicked woꝛlde, witch we renouns 
ted in Eaptilme, O doͤnable apcltacy, 
The heather s, that knewe not Cod, 
but naturally guided them ſelucs by 
reaſon, iudged tte rather to bs beaſtes 
then men, which fired y on ſtudies in 

pending good 
howers in euill exertiſe, ſeemed to 


that hee neither banqueted cunouſly; 


account of An banging 4 howe her 


was taught to iuſter hunger 4 thir ſt 
ved. Al. * colde. o __ all Uu 


Pier Cotſuted 


in the fielv, by the way of 
79 —— out a n+ 


is — to nnſitke 1 he pꝛiui⸗ 


ly inünuates a rep2cacl ſuch as 
loue them. 
Sithince you ce eu by p tramples 


ofthe Romans, that playes are Katſ⸗ 
banc to the geuernement of commen⸗ 
weales,ard that Players bythe iudge⸗ 
ment of them, are infamous pecſens, 
vnwoꝛthy of the credite of heneſt Ci⸗ 
tizens, wozthy to be remoued from 
their Taibe if not foz religion, vet foz 
ſhame, that tie Gentiles thou!d iudas 
you at the lait dae, oꝛ thet Pubſt⸗ 
canes and ſinners ſhouldc pꝛeſie into 
the kingdome of Goo beioze you , 
wichezawe your fete from Theaters, 
wü noble Marius; ſet downe lome 
pumſhment fo2 Plapers, with the 339 
man Cenſoꝛs; ſhewe your ſelues ta 
be Chʒiſtians, 4 wicked ſp 1 


cles bee not pul ne 
to TEE 


Playes Confuted. | 
God, to Pammon, let nothing be ac- 


- Leptablz in your epes, that is not ho- 
ly; noꝛ ſweete in your eares that is 
nat heauenly; ſo ſhall you pꝛeuent the 
ſcourge by repentance, that is coming 
to warde vou; and fill vp the gulfe, - 
that the Diuell by playes hath digged 


| * 


toſwallowe you, 
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5 ch ought to be the li⸗ 
berty of ſpeach in eue- 
n Fry well gouerned com⸗ 
U LC monweale , that nei 
tber vertue mightlacke 
[=> VS" an open friende , noz 
vice anencmy,+ happy no doubt were 
wee in Engeland; if as vertue is ne- 
uer commended in cloudes , ſo vice 
might bee touchte in the open Sun- ⸗ 
thine But we are ſo generally giuen 
fo flatter our ſelues. and Paraſites ſo 
ready to couer our faultes , that bee- 
cauſe we lone our defoumities wee des 


eee eee 


| 
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then chake them off. This makes ma⸗ 
ny wziters willinger to pꝛaiſe ſome. 
without deſerte, than to rebuke any, 


vpon iuſte occaſion, foz, to commend. 
men vnwo2thclp,is taken fo; curteſie; 
to diſpzaiſc though iuſily, is thought 
foz the moſt parte a poynte 
Neuerthe!cCe ſithince tongues are gi⸗ 

uen vnto vs to ſpeake, and Gow vn⸗ 
to euery man to heare , t the one 
might teach, p other be ready to receiue 
god Counſell, and receuung it, pꝛac- 
tiſe the ſame in life : accoꝛding to the 
. mealure offhole giftes that Cod hath 
giuen mee, J will ſpeake ſomewhat 
farther againſl Playes , eſting 
my countrymen to open their cares 
as they do their bottles, aud * out 

the duſt of contents that lyes withmn | 
fo; e liquourwhen they 


2500 wozdes p times 
are as fruitcleſle as addle , when 


* is weak t and without 
It any bee ſo captious as fo the ex⸗ 
Plape, 


erciſe of his wute to holde 
| a" 


of cnuy. 


; off, 
© Ipfozb 
ments, garments are ſet downe fo: 


linc. 
narro 
dz conſidereth how, and which ways 


| Bayes Con fared, 


ile in (ve one of mine actions 03 

mall, 

the te 

to take whatio2uer I fond hun, right; 

and Ivan it ta, faire abone the 
l 


mult callenge the lawes of 
is court at his handes, that is 


yatſocucr he be that loketh 
p into our Stage Plapes, 


they ar repzeſented, ſhall finde moꝛe 
filthings in chem, the Players dzeame 


Lc Law of God very ſtraight⸗ 
tos men to put on wamẽs igar- 


ſignes diſtinctiue bet wene lere & fexe, 


Ex od. 


a woman © An which like che 
are dende th catch eozehry ped 


to take vnto vs thoſe garments. that 


are manifeſt ſignes of another lexe, is 
to fallifie , foꝛge, and avulterate, con- 
trarieto the erp:eſſe rule of the wo2ds 


* 


bo God. Which — 4 l 9 
Er ſame 


rrell onety, but thedato/the 
geſtures , the voyce, the p ſiou of 


of aſtiake, 


thinges , and wiidinge 


and 


__ bultere. \_- 


vnikozmitie, and ſimplicitie of truety 


and 1 where lawfull- 


1 
* 2 
1 
[ 
\ ®. > 


ein poke mo W hi 
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Playes Contuted 


and binde vppe coꝛdes ben they i 
baue poſſettion . Home thers are that Ori. 
thinke this commaunde ment of Goo | 

to be reſtrapned to them, that 
g2e. ab2oade in wontens a tyre and 
Vie it dez iugglinge 2 * ſh owe 4. 


SE 
| || 


Thele interpꝛeter | nto nar⸗ A :ſ\ete. 
rowe mouthed vellets , W recepue 
nothing without la&e , cxcept it hee 
darly powred in AF93dUzge to the 
gtaes of theirs, 6wne * 
le men muſt. vuderſtand 


that can beare nog extuſe, hich ab 


coudamneth, ſuch is the witegrime, 


ui euer hue it elfe, it aan carri⸗ 
ett tins ſaces in one hende, that thuige 
1s. NPIS noꝛ a any tune lawatuil | 
ky Ge, wazdof Gov which is not euer, 


0 gh che heathen Phi ophers | 
which ew not the * | becanſc 


tguqzait in (Sod the 
fountaine oftyucti<co;0m ta theue 


_ -pwno la cies held ont thing to be ſame⸗ 


tune god, e ſometimies ci ul: yet wall 
phers 


dreanies 


Sao 
EM. 
| 
[ 


Playes Confuted, 


dꝛeames. Whatſoeuer he Gmply pꝛo⸗ 
nounceth, euill, can neuer be conditio⸗ 
nally goed and lawfull . I truſt they +1 
will not haue God Which is p Authoz . 
pkall wildome, al learning, all artes, to 
de ruder in ſetting downe to his peo⸗ 
ple the pꝛecepts of life , then Dhiloſo, 
 phersaretogluefo their le olers pp2e 
cepts of arte. They ſtudy in teaching 
ol theire auditours, to wꝛite generalle 
and vniuerſallp, and ſhall Cod in his 
tab es be tyed to ſpecifications, parti 
cularities, and txceptions:? no, no, the 
ſame God that ſaith thou ſhalt not co- 
uret thy neighbours wife, (aith thou 
_ ſhaltin no place, at no time couet her: 
he p fozbibiddeth thee to ſteale, cõman 
deth that thou neuer ſteale;and he that 
chargeth ther not to put on womens 
garments, chargeth ther in no plate, 
1 neuer to put thẽ on. euet | 
„ we will wade ſomewhat further in 
tdztis point, and ſer whether by þ Philo- 
ſophers them ſelues it may de luffred. 
A truſt they wil graunt me that enery 
lye is ſinne, ſoꝛ the deuill is the father 
Matthew, or all lycs, as oft as euer be lpetp, de 
duc. . cap. y. ſpeaketh al his owne. Ie — 


playes Couftel. 


thickeſt logge of his ignozancs cor wal 
ning God , p2onounceth a lye to 
naught of it ſelfe , and to be fled , Let 
bs therefoze conſider alyeis, a 
lee is, Actus cadens ſu 
tam mareriam , an acte 
where it ought not . This acteis di⸗ 
(cerned by outward ſignes,eucry man 
muſt ſhow him ſelte outwardly to be 
ſuch as in deed he is, Dutward ſignes 
conſiſt eyther in wo2ds oz geſtures, 
to declare our ſelues by woꝛdes oz by 
geſtures to be other wiſe then we are, 
is an att executed where it ſhould not, 
therefoze a lye. 
The pzofe is euident, the conſequẽt 
is neceſſarie, that in Stage Playes 


fo; a boy to put one the atty:e, the ge⸗ 
mkure, fi of a woman; ſoꝛ a 
means! to take bpon hum the ti⸗ 

g pPꝛinte with counterfeit pozte, 


z is * nen . to 


A- of it elle and to de fledde. 


: on EE Cs at G Narz. 


uper ndebi- Aoi park. | | 
executed end 


Dome other there are that Lake greas Obie. 
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Playes( Confate | 


| Naziancen, Bucchagan, t (ach ike» | 
than euer thole famous men didoifer. | 
It cannot be denied chat Gregor 
Naziancen one oi the fat ers oi the 
Church, wꝛote a Playe of Chailts; = 
Bucchanan weote an other of John 
Baptiſt, to what ende? Zo be Plaid 
vpon Stages ? neither Plapers no2 
. een yen i. 
_ | Yowthe? As the beginning 
trie in the bokes of Moſes, g 18. 
was to ſett downe god matter in nũ⸗ 
bers , that the ſweetcneſle of the one 
might cauſe the other to continue, and 
to bee the deeper impꝛinted in the 
mindes of men: 29 Naziancen and 
Bucchanan perteiuimg the coztuption 
bk the Genti s, to abo vde that which 
is euill , and yet Nen | 
god, acco2zing to the true vle of Pogs - 
trie, penned theſe bokes innum 
with inter loquutions . 
as Plato and Tullic did their 
php, to he reade,not be played. 
Am Naziancen por Cle pls tozrup⸗ 
K - 


4 
! 


FF  ——— OO —_—, 


n of the-Corpus Ch 
at were let out by 8 


vpon the meſſenger of ftheALo2d , x the 


M nne or 


* 


0 
keen Cad. 


Chilte , 
Chiift into contempt, 


of lohn Baptiſt foz the kinge of Stots 


foreade , chat beholding therein, the 
pꝛattiſe of Paraſifs in Hetods court, 
The Tyꝛannp of Herod powꝛed out 


puniſhment that followed ; Me might 
learne to gouerne his owue houlc, 
and beware what entreane he mus 

to the Pꝛophettes of Cod. f 
I it houlve bee Pilated, one muſt 
learne to tr:ppe it lk Lady in· tie 
fineſt fachion , anather walt haue 
time ta whet his minde vnte tyꝛanny 
#hat he max giue h e to the pidure hee 
pꝛeſentath, whereby: they 


teine god matter, are? aut Wep2int, 
may be read pꝛaſitg:, but taundt 


Gods. 


ſhould bung the Gem WR 
So Bucchananus wꝛote his plare ——- i; 


' # Rt 
countertett, and fo to ſinne. There⸗ 
ie wwhatſoener ſuch INayes as can 


| Dlayes Confuted. 
- Gods ebinaundement, Let the Au⸗ 


. thoꝛ ol the plape of playes t paſtunes, 


tale heede how he reaſs 5 acid, pꝛonũ⸗ 
tiation,aglity of body arc þ god gifts 
ol God . Ene plates coſilting of thels 
cannot be euill. The argument is faul 
ty, and followes not, fo2 ſo might te 
Adulterer defend hiniſelfe:the pꝛicke of 
deſtre is naturally giuen vnto man by 
God, all ſoꝛtes of apparell are his bleli⸗ 
ſings, Erg to couet another mãs wife, 


to put on on the apparell of a woma can- 
not be cuill. Notwithſtanding the one 
| bathſo little ſubſtance to vtec it ſelle, 
the other ſo fewe ſinewes in 1t, to giue 
, it ſtrength, that neither of both is to be 
„ allowed .Acion,pzonuntiatio,apparel, 
» Ag lip, muſicke ,ſeuerally conſidered 
bleCings of God, nothing 
> hurtful of their owne nature, vet be- 
„ ing boũd vp together in a bundle, to ſet 
: "* out the pompe, the plaies, the inuftivs 
F of the Buell is dbhominable inthe 
„ ſight ol God,x not tobe ſuffred among 
” Chaltias, Euery ffreame hath a taſte 
„ ofthe lpzing from whenceit — 
* ſweete oꝛ ſower.; euery bꝛanch is par 
_—_— * web 


J * 


* 


- , top wo!ldcs end, if i be 


| — — — 


playes Confuted. 
it grewe, hote oꝛ cold; and euerx play 


on the Stage, ſhall cart that bzany - 
an his backe to make him knowne, 
which the deuil clapt on, at the firſt be- 
ginning, that is, idolatrie. The Godly 
tan neuer like of that which ina dias 
meter is oppoſit to the croſſe of Chꝛiſt, 
wholdeuer is in the way ol God behol⸗ 
deth no vanity, the perfect way of God 
is Chꝛiſt, and ſhall we that p2ofeſſe þ 
name of Chʒiſt behold this vanitie? 
The p2eparation of Stages, appar- 
rell, t ſuch like as ſetteth out our plaies 
in ſhewes of pompe 4 ſlate, is it that 
we wonder and gaze at, by Tullie it 
is floated and laught to ſcozne,p ſtate⸗ 
Ines of the pꝛeparation dꝛownes þ 
delight which! them matter affo2ds,ther- 
foze he doubteth not but Marius cogls 
very willingly abſent himſelfe from it. 


of 600, mu 
—.—.—.— 
— — eee. 
eople wonder, would hars b:oght 


ie hut bore 


| that velght (lth be ) bach the 0 light 11 my 


Antonius 


| Lib.z. 


* 


N rodian. 
tudy to pꝛantke vp theſelaes to pleaſe 


tis diligt̃ce in ſetting foozth of plates, 
fd: vanity , foz.wantonnes, ſoꝛ neglts 


—4—.—— 
modue vs, whoſe wiledeme when es 
| Os EIA" 


frendes.andis noted ofinfany by He 


"The walls af expenicesinl their pere * 
tacles that ſcarce laſt like thoes “ 


bꝛowne paper, che pulling on, and this 


dur ties, was longe agoe cõdemned bs 
the heathe Cato, whole opinid is regi⸗ 

ſtred to be this, that ſuch carefulnes of 
our bodies, is a careleſnes oł᷑ dur ver⸗ 
tues. Shall Tullie, Herodian, Cato 


tondemne this glittering, this pompe, 


gence of honeſty ; and ſhall wer that 
naũte of the law, of the Pzophets.of þ 


- _ Roſpel, —— — 
lo gape vpð plaies, that as men 5ᷣ ſtars 


on the head of Mæduſa 4 are. turned 


4 to ones wee krerze vnta pte in aur 


e ſoles ? I the lues andovams 


2 
delpiled thele vnſrmelx gaudes which 


ſkunmme ol all pecple haue in admira⸗ 


non; whole gouernment ſo politique, 


that riot and exteſſe was ſcucrely pus 


niſhu d; yet ict the commanndements == 


dl our Cod which are autentike; let 
the care cf our ſoulcs that ſhall be 
iudged; let the thꝛeatnuigs ok hun that 
2 crifie , pompe and vani⸗ 
, fo ſtrike our heartes, that we 


_ Gllppalt e gather vp our wittes vnto 
amenving. aue we firmed with the 
Gentiles in repꝛelentinge of theire 
Playes? let vs learne with true Chꝛi⸗ 
ſans to aboliſh them, it is incident 
to enery man to fall , pꝛoper to the 
Haceloſſe to continue it, carry no (ail 
àgnainſt the winde, chaunge of ceurſe 
(6a laſerhude unto the pexatet, 


£ 


1 


2 ſhiner at the remembꝛãce ot 


playes Coufutell. 


The Fourth Action. 


NN ne) W 
4 2 5 cent poluicie in þ field, 
: is { to geue the enemis 
$9 1 e grownde, foz ſome ad» 
SJ xc 0 * 12 uantage, and by caun⸗ 
terkepting a tnmerous 


_ of fitgot , to dꝛoppe downe the 
 cartage,as nony,p:orifion,and victu- 
all by the way, that the Souldiers 
night ſlap there purſute, and fall ts 
rpfling. Thereby both they that were 
chaled, haue recouered them ſelues. 
and they that were conquerers haue 
loſt * ſuddenly diſcomfited with 
nee ſupplyc among all the ſtum⸗ 
bling blockes that our enemy the de- 
urll bath caſt in our way fo; foplinge 
pbim vtterlp. 
It may ealcly be gathered by the end 
of nes, (hat Comedies and Tra- 


r 
lage, and b:eake our o r. Not that 
d to take his wheres but to 

What - 


. > 
; o \ 
* 


dies are the fitteſt deuiſes he tous 


Playes Confuted. 5 
— bꝛingeth diſoꝛder moze then 
anne: that playcs are let out fo2 a ſin⸗ 1 
full delight , may be gathered partly, 
by Mznander , partly by Terence, 
partly by d manner of pening in thele 
dapes, vartly by the obied of playes. 
By Mznander becauſe Viues affir- Comment. in 
2 that he percepuing the Mace- n | 106 
dons wholy giuen oucr tolone , and 
wantonneſſe, w2ofe Commedics Mi 1 
lone. to fide then humoꝛ By Terence Pro'og.ia 
| becaule he confeſſctg of hum ſelie, 2 1.198 
al r — but fo cloie with et - 
the common people. By the man- = 
ner of penning in theſe dayes, becauſe 
the Poets ſend theire verſes to the 
Stage vpon ſuch fecte as continually 
are rowled vp in rime at the fingers 
endes, which is plaucble to the barba- 
tous, and carrictha ſtuige into the 
eares of 0 — people. By the 
obiea.b Tragedies and Com- 
medies ſtirre vp affections ,andaf- 


Playes Confared. 


bim, that in gouernement of Citias/ 

giues all the authozitie to the wozſte 
mon, which bang well weigded, is to 
hetrape the Citie , and the beſt men, 

inta the handes or the wicked. Put 

the Poetes that ware playcs,and they, 

that pꝛiſent them vpon the Stage, 

ſtudie to make gur affections ouers 

dow, whereby they dzaw the bzible 

kt 0¹ that patte ofthe mind, chat ſhe uld 

euer be curbed , freaqn runnings am 

head: Which is mantel treaſon ta 

dur ſoules, and deluereth them cape 

tiue to the detmll. 5 

The Autpoz ef the playe of playes, | 

ſpꝛeading cut his battel to henune 

med in. is dꝛiuen to takt io large a eds 

pale, that his array is the thinner, and 
Wieckion. lherefo:e the eaſier, to be bzoken .- Þg 

Pre ſeſt ence ofthe tyeth Life and ers ſo faſt toge⸗ | 

oy ther, that if Delight be reftraincd, 
erer. Life pꝛeſently periſheth chere, zeale 

* uing Lelight to be embzaced, 
Lite,puttcs a Inalle in his mouth, 

eepe him vnder, Delight beingg 


os 
1 , Zeale leadeth lite 
a wildernelle of ines 


to recouer his ſtrength. 


7 Phyes Confuted. 

Slutte ſcarreth them all, chaſinge 
beth Zeale and Delight from Life, 
and with the clubbe of amaſedneiſe 

ſtrikes ſuch a pegge into the heads 

of Lite , that he falles downe ſoz dead 
vpon the Stage. 

Lite beinge thus fainte, and ouer⸗ 
trauaued, deſtitute of his guyde, rob⸗ 
bed of Delight „is readie to gine vp⸗ 
the Ghoſt, in the ſame place, then en⸗ 
tereth Recreation, which with mus 
ſicke and ſinging rockes Life a —_ 


Vy this meanes Tediouſneſſe is 
dꝛiuen from Life, and the temte 
us dzawne out of his heade , which 
— clubbs of amaſedncs left be- 

inde, 


Gentleman vpon bis feete , De- 
light is reſtored to him againe, and 
ſuch kinde of ſpoꝛtes fo2 cullices 
are brought in to nouriſhe hun, 
as none but Delight muſt ap⸗ 
ple to his damache Then 

Sn. mads ſoz the benchite | 


At laſt Recreation ſetteth vp the 41-4 


2 


Playes Confuted, _ 

ef Life, and Life being allowed to fol- 
lowe his appetite , amongſt all mans 
ner ofpaſiunes , Lite choolcth Com- 
medies, fo2 his Delight, partly bes 
cauſe Commedies are neither chars 
gable to p beholders purſe,ns2 painful 
to his body; partly ,becauſe he may ſit 
out of the raine to veiwe the ſame , 
when many other paſtimes are bins 
dꝛed by wether . Zeale is no moꝛe ad« 
mitted to Lite befoze he be ſomewhat 
pinchte in the walt, to auoyde extremi- 
tie, and being not in the end ſunply 
called Zeale but Moderate Zeale a 
fewe conditions are pꝛeſcribed ta Co- 
medies, that the matter be purged, 
defo:unttics blazed, ſinne rebuked, ho⸗ 
neſt mirth intermingled, and fitte tune 

fo2 the hearing of the ſame appointed, 
Moderate Zeale is cdtcnted to ſuffer 
them, whotoyneth with delight to di⸗ 
cect life againe, after which he lriũphes 
ouer Death 4 is crowned with eterni⸗ 
tie Theſe bugges are fitter to fears. 
babes the tomone men. Ncuertheles 


tyis is the ſubſtance of that whichis | 


bought fo2 plates, this is the piller of 
_ Heirecredit. Al other men * 


Confuted 
not this but inucigh againſt them, by 
waiting in bokes ; oz by tongue in 
Pulpits; do but crew as he tearmcth 


it, and ſpeane againſt Commedies v3 
lackeof learning S.Siprian,S,Chriſo- 


ſtome, S. Ambroſe,S. Auguſtine, I- 


ſodorus , Tertullian fathers of the 
Church molt excellently icarned,: coũ⸗ 
(els as the third of Carthage the Sy- 
nod of Laodicea, and ſuch line, that 
condemned plaies, and y ſkilfulſt |)e- 
vines at this day in England which 
are compelled in Sermons to crye out 
againſt them, were now to be let to p 
ſchole againe, if the mouth ol this plats 
maker, were any iuſt meaſure of theit 


knowledge. Sithince al their foꝛce cõ⸗ 


lilleth in this pointe of Life t Delight 
I wil take p moꝛe paine toouerthzow 
ut, and ſo conguere y reſt without ſchir⸗ 
nuth, luke top Romanes who meetin 

the whole power of Carthage vpon 


- fluous to pꝛocerd any further. oꝛ bꝛing 
thage was d2ownedan p deepe. And 
as the Romans thought 5 aftcr Car- 
thage was ouercome, no coiitry was 

C1 0 3 -- - 


ſea, x fopling it ther, thought it ſuper-/ 


Anſwer | 


. 
oo 


» 


. par. r. 


r. 7 


\ — to followe the counſell of S. 


| Colol.3. 5. 


ameditation ofth 
led to vs byt 


| | aſhamed to be ſubdued. £0 J truſt 


to trie out with teſtunony of god cons 
lcience,greate is the trueth, & it doth 


pet ſoꝛ the better vnderſtanding both 
be that which is ſpoken in — of 
pPlaies, and of that which by me ſhalbs 


ſuall appetite in the thing deſired whe 
rule of Gods wo2d , we are pieſentl 


ſuppꝛelle the ſame, Spiritual delight: 


is "HR Confuted. \ 


when 7 haue beaten theire captare 
to the tarch, by fo:ce 2 none 
of them all wil diſdaine to be taken. oꝛ 


pꝛeuale. Though it pleaſe not him to 
diſtinguiſh betwene delight, delight, 


bꝛought agatult them, pon muſt cons 
ſider p there are two ſoꝛtes of delight, 
the 5 belonging to ß bodie the other 

to the minde, that. is car nall „this ſpwi⸗ | 
tuall. Carnall delight is the reft of ten⸗ 


it is felt. Ir this be not gouerned by # 
5 
carted beyond our felnes, ' therefo:e 


Paule, which exhoꝛteth vs earnefflp to 


is the operation of rertue conſiſting in 
e lite to come | 
_— of Chick, E res 
ueiled fo2 cur comfoꝛte in the woꝛd 
of Oed Lend ee bleſsinge v 
8 125 pꝛonoun / 


Playes Confuted. 


aonsunted on him whoſe delight is 
u the lawe oftheLo2d, and the Pro- ,,,_ 
her him ſelfe voweth ſolemnelp to 
that he wil tatke ofhis commians pal. * 
dechents, walke in hes wayes,and'des 
light in his ſtatutes . Wy tye whoſe du 
frourſe it may be g athered „that the 
beleght belonging to the bodie, 18 1 
this gentleꝛnũ requireth as bh 
kauen ainſt tie troubles and verate⸗ 
f this'dfc ; which bewzapeth 
pumtoboſoupſtointhat errour, that - 
riftotle repzonefff in his Ethickes. Lib.7. Cap. r4. 
Foxifthe delight ol this life, be ts be 
ſwught as a temedic againſt the Þ02- 
rous of te ſame exteſſe of doligt 
nuſt de draunted to exceſle of ſoꝛo we, 
astertrütt of thirſt, requireth excelle 
sf Winke, exteue of hunger, 
_ efeeſſe of - meate; excel of gricfe , 
erte of pleaſure. but excelſe 
off oetight in this life ig not ta bo 
Gagut; foz feare of ſurſette; theres 
foꝛe to cure the angutſhe of ths life 
with uch kinde of pleaſures as liſe 
purſues, is to meaſure the remedie 
bywiiceowne appetite, which in _ 


wyotzungels , but 7 ** a 


A 


© 5 1 CS 
” Fo 1 » ' 
- * . 
43 N 
= At ” 
7 4 4 / 
* 5 2 
5 ; 


dat, that our ſickeſtom; 
when it cannot iud 


AA. pluũc n. 


ſo delt 


pPlayes Confuted, © 
ge 2 — 
in the greene ſicknes ; in an ague pil⸗ 
chers; 02 as they that in ſome Rinde of 


lepꝛoſie danke payſon, which is altos 
© gether hurtful to god 
wonnketh it accidentally ſome eafe in 


complenons, pet 


of PhiloGphie be is carried tos fares 
* — —.— 3 

to delight without diſtinctid, * — 5 
to finde where the ſhove wzinges him, 
and that want of learning which he 


umputech to other, may very well ba 


attributed to humſelfe 

J graunt that ſoꝛowe and delight 
are contrarte, pet may a contrarie 
ſoinettmes be the cauſe of his contra⸗ 
die. As Rheubart, which all the Phi- 
ſinans confaſſe to be hote , pet doe- 


they finde it to cole in the hotteſt fee 


uers, when it ſweepes away choler, 
that cauſeth heat̃te. 
 Lhoughcontraries of thcire owne 
nature be vtter enemies, yet acc 


dentally the one may begete the other, 
gyt many tines Ts, 


4 


| Playes Confuted. 


offo;rowe, which is to be take two di⸗ 
ners waies as it is in act. oꝛ as it is reo 


thinke ol the thinge we loue, ſuch was 
the delight ol the Apoſtles when they 
were whipte, they depart 
Counſell with greate iove , to ſeæ thẽ⸗ 
ſelues accounted woꝛthy to luffer fo; 
the name ol Chalte, 

S02rowe as it is rememb2ed when 


it is paſte, conſidering with our ſelues 
wee were in trouble and eſcaped 


* 
comfo:teth his ſouldiers in the middeſt 
ol their ſo;rowes , putting them in 
minde, that the remembzance thereof, 
woulde turne to delight another daye. 
Lherfozs vnder colour of an abſolute 
conflict betwene ſoꝛrow & delight, tao 
take off the yoake of ſeuerer diſctpline 
Which zeale bꝛingeth in to gouerne life, 

is to inggle vnder boarde, 4 ſecunduns 
wid ad ſimpliciter, Which Logicians doe 
owe is lo greate afaulte in dilpu- 
ting, as deſerues to bee in 
then vongelt ſcholers. By — 
on lite a certaine necellity of carnal 


Aqui part, Tus 
Jog. 14-33 + 
 miebzed; ſoꝛrow as it is in ade, may 4. 


ed from the , a;.4 


elight, ſo Encas virg, 


7 


| 


Playes Confutedi 


dukt to ſet vp his Camevics bet 
2appeth hunſel a mn many inconueni?⸗ 


5 _ ces, Fozt — | 


lon, it whets vs to wantomies, it no- 


richelh unperfections , and arguety a 


"Wy pars 4.qu- 


Wi, 


— & 


__ 5 


3 


coꝛruption in our maners, it handreth 
the vle of rcafon thꝛee ſundz y wayest 
Firlt, it wic3d2aweth the munde from 
better ſtudies, the nunde like a ſtringe, 
being let downe , and pitcht, beneath 
his naturali compaſſe , to this key of 
carnal! delight, which woe reape by 
Comedies, is very ſoꝛe mapmed and 
robbed of Souerametie it delight bes 
Nl eate. Next by reaſon ofa contrarietp 
when it exceedes, thus Ariſtotle dꝛaw⸗ 
ing out a ſtreight line of the diticea⸗ 
prudente, manketh it conſiſt in giuunmg 
god counſell, to luue well; um wohrch 
place hee teunteth teimperanee! ; the 
Aurſcʒexceeding deligg xd toꝛtupter of 
pꝛudence. But Comedyes ma e our 
delight cxcerde, ſoꝛ at thẽ man times 


uing to: bꝛiie our ſelues, wee cannot; 


de Rep. 


therfoze Pato aflumeth 59 reat laugh 
ter bꝛeedeth a greot — a+ ee ps 


uerbe peraduenture roſe ol tis, much 
e is — efa (le; * 


wee laugh fo extreemely y that fri» - | | 


plages Confared! 


ſuch erceſſe of laughter bart 1 Pp 
we cannot holde it thers is no kemve⸗ 
rance, ſoʒ the time; where no toperace 
is, ther is no wiſeome, noꝛ vfe of reals; 
when we ſhew our ſelues voide beth 
of reaſon, and wiſedome, what are we | 
then to bet2ought but wies? | 
' LaTofallifts a blocke in the way of. 


ofthe minde from being ther buetie, 


von. t whets vs to wantsacs :bctauſs \- 
5 eee ehen, | 
2'whethe thing which our ap» 
pech tũnot bes reeeiued all at 
once, but by ſucceſſiion, 02 change, ine 
gape atker moze as hee p hearing one 
ern r delighteth in that, 
to haue the teſt. Do 
—— delight beeing 
with varistis df ſhewes, of cuentes, of 
muliche, the longer we gaze; the moꝛe 
we traue; pea ſo foꝛcible they ars,paf 
terwardsVerhg but thought vpd, ther 
make — foz the bke an other 
aw. hs W . 


—_ 


reaſon, becauſe it locketh vp powies 
: Une a kinde ofdꝛunkennes maneth 2 


Aezo: 
to Walkie as we ſhould: in car vocatt- | © 


moued 


and the man hkewiſe cuill that ſo deli⸗ 


# 


| Playes Confuted, 


0 long as it ſettes our heartes vpen 
thinges that are tranſitozie, vane and 
ſhall periſh in the twinckling of an 
ere , it avgueth a co2ruption in our 
manners , becauſe it is the windowe 
by which we looke into the lecret co 
ners or the ſoule, it is the very line. 
and lead, whereby our diſpoſition is 
meaſured to bee roughe o (math , 
ſtreight oꝛ croked, lawefull oz onlaws 
full, right oz wzong, . Bow ſhall wee 
knowe a mau to be god, os euill, but 
by the godnes 03 nanghtines of his 
will: Bis will appeareth by the ende 
thereof, that is counted the end wheres 
m it reſteth , and the reſt of our will, is 
the delight that wee reape in the thing 
we holde to be gd. 
| Thus we p2onounce all the m to bet 
vertuous, whomes we ſex to delight in 
the woꝛ kes of vertue ; them to be wit⸗ 
ked, whome we finde to reiopte in the 
wozks of wickednes. Foz as that is e- 
wil which rebelleth 2 — 
the lawes of God, ſo is that deli 

be iudged euil that is red in the 


eh. .Theraz A wel late f. 


Playes Confuted. 


kight which ſpꝛingeth al Comedies 

(wherby ſuperiority is giuen to affeat 

ons and ſo rebellion rapſed againſt reg 
ſon, the lawes of God are bzoke which 
bid vs come out and de parte fromthe 
/ |  Ddoctrineof the Dwell) ſo marketh the 

; coꝛruption of ourmancrs in our fozc- 
beaddes,that enery one that hath uudg⸗ 
mente may poynte it out: 

But to leaue cuer curic uſip fo dels 
cant vpon this plaincſonge of life and 
delight, either by Aquinas , oz by A- 
riſtotle 02 by Philolophie ber ſeli,Jer- 
hozte you w Paule to — et = ” 
man lpople you thzough Philoſophy; 
and vaine deceite, after the traditions Cm_ 
of men,and aſter the rudiments of tte 
woꝛlde, and not after Chꝛiſt. And ſi⸗ 
 thince we are commanded by the ſame 

Apoſtle, as we haue receiued Chuift, 
ſo to walke in him, let vs bzing the | 

triall of our cauſe to the touch of Cods 
wo2de , and examine by that , what 
the life and delight of a Chziftan ought 
to be, then ſhall you ſer my general 
pꝛopoũttion vocte ſtrongly confirmed, 
that Plaies are not to bee ſaffered in a 
RO Ta Ta com- 
manveth 


_ thercaſonts added, that their modeſty 
their modeſty be knowne zbecauſe = 


= Mayes Confated. 
Cp. 4. ver. 4. 


mandeth the Phillippians to reidyci 
in the Loꝛd, not ſoꝛ a day no2 a werke, 
noꝛ amoneth . no a veare, but euer: 


might ber known, and why ſheuld 


Lo2deis at hand: by whiche Parti 
the delight of this life is beatẽ —— 


Chuſte giuing vs to vnderſtand the 


ng 


Petz. 2 5. 


à woe vpon tem, wo bee to you that 


reioyte 4 delight at the laſt dape. 


danger of cheſe delights wherein wee 
laugh with the wozlbe , pzeneunceth 


lauah nowe, fo2 


ve well werpe and la· 
ment. | 


It bebameth a Ch:iftian ſo to des 
light, and retoyce nowe, that tze hogs 


— ts accompliſhed by this 8 
re partakers of the troſſe of Chꝛiſte. 
Vowe farre this delight is different 
from Comedies, is eaſie to bee ſeene 
with halfe an eye , and if Pets haue 
no ſurer gyꝛthes to their ſatdle the life 


and delight, it will be no trouble to vn⸗ 


_ de Spec 


hoꝛſe them, ſoꝛ a Chꝛiſtian knoweth 
how to delight in death . Large is the 
groũd J might trauate in this bet, alfe, 


r eee J-wall paſſe it o- 
ner, f 


79 | Vlayes Confuted. 


ner, and ſhe bee you 1ye life of a Chats | 
tian as J pꝛomiſed 


We are taught by paule that Chꝛiſti is 
gur life, and that our life is layde vpp 
with Chziltet in God: thereloꝛe by the 
way or tompariſen as Chꝛut Died, and 
after aicended vp to heauen, ſo he per⸗ 


ſuadeth os to dye, that is to moꝛtiſie 


this lech with the delights thercof, and 


boue, where Chaiſt our life is. The 
end of the death of Chꝛiſt was, that we 
which line in this wozlde , ſuculd not 


life muſt be his and not our own. Dur 


lie is not his, extepte wee crucifie is 


fleſh , with the affraions and concus 
pilcences of the! ſame, wee crutiſte not 


 theaffcazons ot cur fleſh, when we 1es 


ſozte vnto playes to ſtirre them vpp, 


therefaze running to plapes wee hue. 


to cur (clues, and not to Chaiſte, when 
we live to our ſelues , it is no ke, - 


path 


line fo our ſelues, but vnto him; hcere. 
ls all pꝛerogatiue taken from vs, wer 
are nowe no longer aur owhe men, ſo: 
it by the beneltte of him wee ling, our 


Pet the-Authour oftie Plage of 
Playes and Paſtunes e hes - 


Co lc 


to ſceke after thole thinges that arc a⸗ 


2Cer. 5. ij. 


| Obie 
wy Faſch.. 


backe, as will neuer bee filled vp a- 


. Playes Confuted. 
bath plowed ſuch furrowes on my 


gaine . becauſe Comedis nozilh delight, 


; ic velight ſhould neuer be taken frd \ 
nec 


This argument tuts like a Leden- 


Shaule knife where ( as they ſayin 


common ſpeach) if one ponre on 
ſtele with a Abena ether cemes ann 
wipes it of with a fether- Neuer- 


thelefſe heere it mape bee trat my 
friendes of the vniuerſitpes will accuſs 
me ot that aufteryty , which was vſed 
vy ſome of the Godly long agec , who 
perteiuing men in all thinges natural- 
 Iy topaſſethe boundes of modeſtp,and 
. bceing deſirous to lay ſome ſtrong 


kinde of playſter to this olde ſoare, al- 
lowed men to vſe the bleſſinges of 
God , but foz neceſſities ſake,p2eſcri- 


bing them nothing, but that whiche 
was neceſſarie : thus were they mtoy- 


ned to abſtain frb al mancr of things, 


that might be ſpared. W 
is a harder — then the woꝛde or 


Sod doth lay vpon vs: Foꝛ after this 
att, we ſhould haue no moꝛe then one 
nate to our ee ee, 


| Playes Confuted. 


ny creatures which God hath o:deined. 
fo2 the ſeruite of man. Pany thinges 
there are that the handes of God hath 
beſtowedvpon vs not onely foz neceſ- 
ſitie, but fo: delight, as apparell, 
_— , flowers , metalles, and ſuch 
mes! . | 
Apparell as wel! fo2 comclines as to 
| kepe off the intury of the apꝛe Me ats, 
aſwell fo2 delight, as fo2 nutrunent; 
other wiſe had the pꝛophet neuer recko, 
ned it vp amonge the benefits of God, Hy 
that hee gmeth vs wine to make OUT Pd, 
Ka as af and ople to . 
chearetull countenance. - The fnguler 
beautie and ſwartenes of flowers 
varietu of colours wherein ons 82 
excelles another, had bene beſtowed un 
vayne, ifthe Paieſty of Tod hay not 
as well regarded our delight, as relies 
ned our nde. {Chis 2 take to ber the 
foundation wherupon the Authour of. 
the Play of Playes butldeth his tron» - 
geſt reaſon, which is this, becauſe wes 
daue eares to heare, epes to (@,and ſo 
fo:th, Comedies pꝛeſentuig delight to 
both, are not ſo raſhly to bee tondem · 15 
ned. To Ae * anſwere, an Anſwers 


Sorg. | 


ther are referred to tiat erte , top 
which they were made. 


map furtber, nen —_— 


w v6 th es 6s though. wes 
wi | bod 


Ez Playes Contuted. 
creatures of Cod may be vſed beth fop 


neceſſity, and fo2 delight, fo farre fo2th. 


'Godhathbeftowed apparell , toe. 
flowers „Ertaſuie, as golde, fatuer, 
p arle , bewetitull and rich ſtones , as 
ndes,Daphices, Nubres,Cars 


- buncies, TL urkies, Ch2ylolittes; bees 


es them. Puone, Fett , and marble. 
the bicſſings ſome are both nereſla⸗ 
ry and deligytſome, ſome are only de⸗ 
light lame; nothing net eſlary : but to 
what end? That we might vie th well, 
t by theſe traſitonie benefits be led as it 
were by ᷣ band to a coſioeratis at ttoſs 
benefits that are layde vp fox vm ths 

life to come. We are placed aa Pil⸗ 
grunes in fleth by which as. by a: 2029 
ney we mult come to aur aun home, 
therefoꝛ paſſuig by the earth, and by the 
fleſh ut is our duc: (as travelers yt 
be carefultto vſe the earth. and the fleſy, 


and t'ze bleſungs of both. fa ;that they 


fake in hande. 
| EWbhereupon Paule erhorteth- ts 


P yes Confuted. 199 
dledit not, by which counſell of his, aft 
affections , all thoughtes, all delights, 
that may clappe any leade to our heles, 
oz awe vs aſide when wee ſhoulee 
runne ſozwardes ſtill, vntill wee bes 
crewned,are tutte away, How are ws 
thankefullroGod,how lift we vp our 
min des to meditate en the life to come, 
howe vie wwe theſe bleſſungs, as helpes 
in the way we baue fo trate, wh he 
are nottouſly waſted vpon Comedies, 
which dꝛawe ts all backe to a ünfull 
delight? howe vie wee the worlde as 
though wee vſed not , when dur ins 
dies are ſo fixed vpon the woꝛlde? how 
mightely Wlapes pull vs backe frem 
dur ade, path derne already decla⸗ 
red by many ürtung reaſors dzawven 
from the foure tauſes ol the ſame; ther- 
fo;e to holde them tollerable becauils 


rude! , and miſhapen, having neuer 
head, to bang it in, no2 ſwte; to bem e 
u vp - But ir as many Which 15 
dp luſtelp in their pouth, re 5 
tbe.granencdlc of then veeres, b ths 

'raweneſſ? of thett manners, ativ bf 
* rer 19 J are counted fo bopes 


G2 - . | though 


they delight „% reaſon altogether ö 


Playes Confuted. 


thongh they loke like me : ſo J trut 4 
all that haue wdgemet will meaſure 
realons of lice, 4 delight, rather by the 
ſubſtance, that is within; then by the 


02 bꝛag it out. 

Enter ouery one into your ſelucs , 
i and whenſoeuer you heare that playe a 
g —.— „ 02 an man cls in pꝛiuate con 

nce commend -Playes , conſider 
not, ſo much what is ſpoken to colour 
them, as what may bee ſpoken to con 
founde them. Jt is ſhame, to frequent 
playes, impudency to defende them ; it | 


is dangerous to fall in the enemies 


hande, pꝛeſent death to be pꝛyſoners to 
the Diucil; it is ſinne in the Dentiles 


to ſet out Playes , in Chaiſhans it is 
a pꝛeſumptuous finne „ becauſe we 


ſee better wayes and take the wo zſe, 
we knowe their cozruption., and al- 


lowe them, All this hath beene ſuffia- 


_ entlypzoued by ancientc waiters, and 
 dayly reuealed by learned Paeachers, 


bout ward ſhcw powloruer they moũt, 


— — 


pet will not my countrymẽ leaue their 


Playes , becauſe Playes are the nou- 
riſhers of delight; wherein 7 


he, er 


pike with the tayle, 


percens 
they are like to the ſnake , cat of their 


learning, and moze p:eſwaption, haus 


N. n Copfured. 


: 15 none of the by pꝛinting haus 
taken the paines to wꝛite any full diſ⸗ 
— ths, Z eſpeciallp, which 
neither in age, wiſedme, no2 authozity 
may be compared to them, with leſle 


taken the charge vpon my ſelfe. They 
hold this opunio ; playes are not to be 
ſuſfred in a Ch2:1ſtian conmonweale, 
but they do not thzoughly p;olecute the 
ſame, becaule that finding the eares of 
— s ſtopte with the deafe ad- 
begiuneto ſhake the du ſt frõ 
thei ſhoes againſt them, and followe 
the toũſell of God him ſclie, which bid - 
deth them thꝛowe no pearles to ſwine, 
The thing they condeme, becaule itis 
enil! ; they beginne to bee mute be- 
cauſe: men are ohſtinate in opinions. 
G3 What 


1 


__ Playey Codfuted. 


Mhat then? am I the boldeſt in all th 
e5pany ? na. Am A moze zcalous the$ 
telt? Ood foꝛbid J wovld rob any, of 
| thoſe titles of vet tue Þ they poſſeſle , v3 
challege p to my ſclfe, which is due to 
them. What is the realon the 5 J dare 
ſet in my fate befoze the reſt z —— 
that tt any ot᷑ th ſhonlve wate againſte 
 playes, that occupy pour pulpits with 
| learnedſermons , whole knowledge e 
authoꝛyty heerein is great. Af J lay, 
they ſhoulde ſpeake but one woꝛde a». 
.  gainfty ficepines of Pagiſtrats which 
in this caſe is neceſſary to bee tonchte; 
they (hall ſerme ſtreiqht to ſwerue from 
the texte, to ſpeake without boke, and 
to vtter a great deale moꝛe then needs; 
But J, — fm ſpeach bet ſome⸗ 
what moꝛe free then theirs , ſhalbe tx ⸗ 
ruſed fo2 wante of iudgement, Sith 1. 
am rawe ; 02 fo? childiſh alpring, — 
A am vonge. Beſide this, hauing ones 
Already wꝛiltẽ againſt playes, which uo 
m that euer wꝛote plaics, did, but Ine: 
ws hath chaged his coppy, and turnet 
pdimſelf l ke dog to his vomrite,toplays 
agame And being fallly actuſed i fes 


= ene nan 


| SAWS, 


] e Confuted. ; 


acaine. Tele things w invifferfey cz 
fideces, will perſuade the reaſonable, Þ 
J haue tak? this enterpuſe vpb me, not 
ene withcut any malepart-ouerhardl- | 
nes but of neceſſity, becauſe my cxperl- | 
'g8iice-hath taught as much as any, and 
made me able to (ay httle leſſe the any. . 
Lyerfoze as J haue already diſcouered 
b co>ruptid of playes Eger cozruptth of 
_ ter caules, The Efficiet, tho Batter, 
te Forme, the end, n ebelude 7 
'Cff:cts'p this popſon wozks at 
Wye divet is not ignoꝛãt ho m 


tzele outward ſpectacles effeminate, 


ſofce d bearts of me , vite is learned 
begotaing,(ele is tickled,veſire puckey, | 
r thoſzumzeſſions of mind are ſecretix 
t dueped oner to þ re i 
ers do colterfeit on pᷣ ſtage. ATE as 
we know our ſelues to be fleſh, behol- 
ding thoſe eraples in {Theaters Þ are in 
tmit tofleth, wee are taught by other 
 mfseriples-how to fell. And they that 
ume honeſt to a play, may depart infee | 
ted. Lactãtius donteth whether any coz 
rr N li 
y bꝛed by plates, becauſe of is 

Err r by the 
S4 ben Lib, cer 
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+: Playes Confuted. 
tGanowy , to the ſubſtance ofthe ſame ; 
Uyereupon bes affirmeth them neteſ 
_ (ary to bee baniſhed, leaſt wickednes 
1 be learned, oꝛ with the cuſtome of plea⸗ 
ure, by little and little we foꝛget God. 
* What fozce there is in the geſtures ol 
-  _ _ _ Players, map bee gathered by the 
| iy-apoe Tale of Bacchus, and Ariadne, 
|. Whiche Xenophon repozteth to bee 
Plaped at a banquette, by a Syracu- 
Han and hs bor, and his dauneing 
Trull. In came the Syracuſian not 
_ .. bnlike to Prologue of our Playes , 
diſcourſing the argumente of the fa- | 
ble, then entred Ariadne, go2grouſflp _ 
attyzed like a Bide, and ſate in the 
pꝛeſente ol them all, after came Bac- 
chus dauncing to the Pipe, Ariadne 
perteming him , though ſhee neither; 
roſe to mete hum, noz ſtirred from the 
plate to welcome him, yet ſhe ſhew- 
ed by her geſture tyat lhee late vpon 
thoznes. 
When Bacchus beheld her, erp:eſ- 
ing in his daunce the paſſions of loue, 
he placed him ſelfe ſomewhat nere to 
ber, and embzated her, ſhe withana- 
mozous kind of feare and ſtrangenes, 


as 1 * woulde thzuſte him 
725 : 


' TE Playes Confured. || || | 
N | away with the litle finger , and pull 
| | hum agame with both her — 1 Ni 
|  Comewhattuno;ouſly, and doubtful, | - 
ly entertained hum. — 
At this the beholders beganne to 


ſhoute, ohen Bacchus roſe vp, ten- 
derly lifting Ariadne from her ſeate, 


na ſmall ſtoze of curteſie paſſing bes 
twene them, the beholders role vp, e- 
uery man ſtoode on tippe toe, and ſex» 

med to houer ouer the pꝛape, when 
' _ theyſware, the company ſware, when 
| they departed to bedde; the company 
pꝛeſentiy was ſet on fire, they that 
were married poſted home to oy 


Asche fling of Phalangion ſp2averh =...” 
deer poylonth2ough every vaine, when 
5 no hurt is ſerne; ſo amozons geſtur, 
trikes to the heart when no ſkinne is 1 
rated. Lherefoze Cupid is painted __ 
twithbowe and arrowes, becauſc it s 
tze pꝛopertie of luſt to wound aloffe. | 
being welll weighcd , Sainte 
Cyprian had verie good cauſe to com ⸗ꝰC 
, that plapers are (pots to our epic b. a. en 
| manners,nourt.hers of vice, and £92- 20 Dol 1 
ruyters | A 


lows Confared, 


- rupfers of al things by trains 
The godly Father knowing the pꝛa⸗ 


| Ser * ail: ot playing to be ſo euil, anathe in. 
m. tonuenientes ſo monſtrous that gr. a0 


thereby, thinkes the maieſtie of God 
tobe ſtayned, Þhanour ot his Church 
- defaced, when players are admitted to 
| the table of the L020 . Nettyer was 
cena. 15 this the opinion of Saint Cyprian as 
_ lone. but ofthe whole aſembly of icars | 
0 1 0 onſtantius the tmperoꝛ. 6 
G:eate s the hardnesofour heartes 
when, neither iathers , noz couulbis, 
nn God hunlelis ſtrikes vs with aux 
ſhame ofthat, which euer y good — i 
is aſhamed to remember. Þ A 
thzoughty behold the manner of The- 
aters, when J waote playes my ſclfe, 
e found them tobe the very markets 


of bawdzy, where choie Want wann 


bath bene as fre , as it is foʒ your 
money in the royall crchaung. to taks 
a ſhoꝛt ſtocke, oꝛ a lunge, a falling bad, 
92 a french ruffe. The firſt butlving of | 
was to rauiſh the Sabi- 
nes: — 1 were continued in 
euer aſter, Ouide tun⸗ 

lellety 


playes Confared. 


&effethintheſs'womwes.' 7's 
Scilicet ex illo ſolẽnia e 


As at the firft, ſo newe, Theaters 
are ſnares vr women. And as 
I tould you long age in my ſchools 


terte as thep were in Roma zn Roms 


tt was the. falhion'of wanton pong 


men, toplace them ſeines as nigh as 
they conid to the curtrſans, to pꝛeſent 


them pomgranates, tu pluꝝ with their 
gannents, and waite on them home. 


when the Ipa was done. Jn tie play 


houſes at London, it is the:fafhion of 


* vouthes to go firſt intatyeparde,and 


1 ——— — 
—— a tens 


— 


1 — — — 
15 noe nt — A 
beafhis — 


nüc quaq; formoſis inſidioſa mant᷑r Art, 0 * 


| of abuſe, our Theaters, t plap houſcs li 
in London, areas full of ſecette aul | 


thither they de, and | 
pow pron dfarett adthey tam ' 


tommon minſtrels 


PlayesConfuted; 

etaketh himlelfe fo; aiolly fellow,f is 
notes ol maſt, to be bulpeſt w women 
all ſuch placcs. This open coʒrup 
is a pꝛicxe in the eyes of them that 
e it. and a thozne in the fides of the 
| godly, when ttep heare it. This is 
a poyſon to beholders, mo nurſeris 

a delueſle tothe Player 
| Polt of the Players h pane bene eps 
ther men ofoccupations , which they 
daue foꝛſaken to lyue by playing , 03 
„ol trayned vp 
from thetre childehove to this abho- 
minable exerciſe haue ncw no other 
way to gete theire luunge. A common 
weale is likened to the body , whole 
deade is the pzince, in the bodie: 11 
any part be idle, by participation the | 
damage redoundeth 
my ret to doe 


bl _ baungerous it is both 
— TCS toike hood, cuerie 
man is able to comecure. 

e are tommaunded by God to a- 
e in the ſame calling wheirein we 
called , which is our ozdinary 
+ 600d Ku- 


there duetie, though 


v 


to the whole, i 
the gutes,the gllthe | | 


— 


Playes Confured. 


er then we ſhoulde 'y AS It 
; when the feete woulde bes 
armes would be eyes; the 
would be veines , the veines 
would be nerues; the muſcles wouls 
lieh would de ſpirit , the 
1 of oder weakens the head: 


deſire to walke gontlewan 
e veluet,wa buckler at 


„„ 


* 


Ae confuted. 


mund the pꝛinte o2 the heade can not 
ftthuie but ſicken. Wherefbze J hope þ 
wie will actompt it neccflarie , that 
ſuch as haue lefte theice eccupations, 
evthci be turned to the Gune agame, 
tut of from the vody as putriſted mẽ⸗ 
vers ſdʒ inſce ing the reſt. Let them 
that haue no octupation at all, agky 
Eod foꝛgtuents fo2 the time ſo em 
ſpent, aub apply them ſelucs monly 
to ue within the cempaſſe of a 
mon weale. Let them not lecke to 
Aue by playes, the lit! thrift that fob- 
lo wetz therre greate game, is a mani⸗ 
fcit token that Cod hath curſed it, 
tbat wich is gotten ouer the devils 
kacke, (prt vnder his belly it cemes 
running, and ocpartes fiying with the 
Winges olan Egle in the are. ors 
3 unn g tounttymen þ rdzs 
kruptib 4 nt nente nces of your piates, 
2 the fricubernes of my earnings 
wouid doe, being pulde from þ vs 
ninerfitie beſd;e J was 2 wie⸗ 
red — no rnd: ſoz — pre 
opron 03 
ſuch like beſme þ infallate tcfimory 
(and een nn 


—— ww 


 foneF Free 


tt ß auncient fathers of p harry, whe 
tauſe 4 in anguiſh ofhcart (ct roms 


nedto deatht but if vou be ſuch 


Phaſes Confarted. 


fie that J owe vnto my Sod, 
Piamly declared what I teade by 
dy, 02 finde by pꝛattiſe, concert 
places, not as a picte Orator that with 
g:cateſt ekul; but as a welwiller , Þ 
w ſmalleſt ccoperdiemigtt ſpeake my 
mind; Af your pꝛeachers wir ſe lear⸗ 
ning s wonderful; zeale, vnſpeakablt; 


daue lamte very nar:owlp into 


there iudgement ;1f the counſels olfa⸗ 


by the heades of many, i: the woꝛd 

God, winch is the finger p pointes vou 

out the way, which is the trumpete 

giucthy ſureft ſofid, which1s þ qua 

— — 
ts o 

of Iſraeilrhallenginge 


take veu foʒz, glad ta be caught, vn TH 
mY louers of the Colpel, 


Playes Confured. 


phaters of libertie , thampiorsin earth WE | 
> fo; the right of Chult,callegers tothe . 
deuill and all his wozkes , no ſpirit of | - 
flxpe ſhall mutfle your eyes, no fat of 
ſelie will, 02 1gnozance ſhall couer 
your heartcs, no paraſite hall flatter 
you, in your finne, no Lodge, no 
plapmaker, no Epitute, no Athciſtc, 
hall make you to ſurfette with tdele 
delightes. 1 
Plapes are the inuentions of the * 
deuil, the otkrings of Idolatrie, t 
pompe of woꝛldlinges, the bloſſomes 
of vanitie, the rote of Apoſtacy , the 
 foode of iniquitie, ryot, and adultcrie, 
deteſt them. 
Plapers are maſters of vice, teachers 
of wantonneſle, ſpurres to impuritie, 
the Sonnes of wleneſſe, lo longe as 
they hae in this oꝛder, loath them. Gov 9 
ts mercitull. his winges are ſpꝛed to 
reteyue pou if pou come betimes, 
Godiswmſt , hs bow is bent 
© his arrowe emo 
toten a plagus, 
1 — taps 
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